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T IS help that readers seek when they study the 

advertisements. And that very many are helped 

in that way is shown by the recurrence of good ad- 
vertisements in every worth-while periodical. 

















Shut in with God 


By Augusta A. Frost 


HUT in with God, his beauty is unfolding— 
Through bruised flesh, his love I am beholding— 
The joys of life he sweetly is withholding. 
He is my All in All. 


(Through weary days, patience, my soul possessing 

Oh, tired heart, his chiding is a blessing), 

Songs in the night—He gives with my confessing, 
He is my All in All. 


Some blessed day the vail so long concealing 

His perfect will, will lift, His love revealing, 

While I, in praise and adoration kneeling, 
Proclaim Him Lord of All. 








Holding, or Held By ? 


Truth is greater than our hold upon truth. There 
is both a challenge and an assurance in this fact. A 
sound Christian school fer boys will open at Stony 
Brook, Long Island, N. Y., in the autumn of 1922, 
and a recent letter from its President, Dr. John F. 
Carson, who was formerly Moderator of the. Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (North), 
is worth quoting. The Sunday School Times recently 
endorsed this school highly, for it believes in it. Dr. 
Carson writes the Editor: “I feel an added sense of 
responsibility because of this endorsement. We must 
maintain the high standard that you believe the 
School should have. We are one in this belief, It 
is not énough to hold this truth. It is essential that 
we be held by the truth, and that we shall be and do 
that which we believe and preach. Pray for us upon 





whom rests the responsibility of our School. Our 
chief aim is to culture these boys in Christ, and to 
graduate from the School lads in whom he shall live 
and reign.” We shall be held by the truth if we 
yield fully to Him who is the Truth, and if we fully 
trust Him. Then we shall hold him because he holds 


us. 
a“ 
When Our Sins are Hopeless 


When our sins are seen in such vast, ghastly 
loathsomeness that we shudder before them and 
hate them, while at the same time our bondage to 
them seems permanent and inescapable, God indeed 
is working. As a Christian writer has said: “It is 
frequently God’s method in Scripture, just before 
the offer of pardon, to sum up the sinner’s debts 
with their aggravations, to convince of their insolv- 
ency td pay so large a score, and also to manifest 
the freeness and vastness of his grace. And so it 
is also in the experience of a sinner, the darkest 
hour of conviction is before the dawn of conversion 
and pardon,” Not only is this true of the unsaved 
sinner ‘who is brought to accept Christ as salvation 
from hell, but it is also true of the sinning Christian 
who is led to see that Christ can not only save from 
hell, but also can “break the power of cancelled sin.” 
Let us praise God for our ere moments when 
these are the result of the Holy Spirit’s’ conviction 
in our lives; for the same God. who convicts can 
and will deliver, and keep delivering. 


ad 


Fear Cures 

- Fear may be the worst kind of torwre. So it is 
riot strange that men have always sought fear-cures. 
The Philadelphia Public Ledger recently reported an 
address by the Dean of the College of Pharmacy of 
Columbia University, who has returned from the 
Amazon basin with an expedition of which he was 
in charge, and who announces the. “‘capture’ of a 
fear-dispelling South American drug [known as 
caapi] that legend has clustered around for centuries.” 
The use of this drug by the natives is marked with 
great ceremonial rites, and is supposed to give its 
user indomitable courage. The Indians of South 
America are not the only ones who would like a sure 
cure for fear. God’s Word has recognized this 
need ever since man fel in sin and in bondage 


to fear. It mer surprise one to discover how many 
times the Word of God mentions fear. The subject 
is discussed all the way through both Old and New 
Testaments, One of the blessed paradoxes of the 
Bible is that we can never know real freedom from 
fear until we begin and continue in an attitude of 
permanent fear. As “like cures like,” so the fear of 
God cures all other fear. We hear God saying, 
“Whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell securely, 
and shall be quiet without fear of evil” (Prov. 1: 


). God’s Word gives us both the cure for fear. 


after we have suffered from it, and better still, the 
prevention of fear in order that we may not. suffer 
from it. “What time I am afraid, I will trust in 
thee,” says the Psalmist. But even better is the secret, 
“I will trust, and will not be afraid: for the Lord 
Jehovah is my strength and my song; he also is be- 
come my salvation” (Isa. 12:2). Medical men, it 
is said, will study the South American drug “to see 
if it has any therapeutic value in modern medicine.” 
But the Great Physician has settled for time and eter- 
nity the question of the perfect fear-cure, which: is 


Himself. 
. 
“~— 


God’s Finances 

God has money enough to provide for all the 
work he wants done on earth. A striking Scripture 
quotation, followed by a comment by Hascall, re- 
cently appeared in the Keswick Calendar. The Scrip- 
ture was God’s word to his people, in Psalm 50: 12, 
where the says, “Jf I were hungry, I would not. tell 
thee; for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.” 
Then comes the profound. reminder: “I do not and 
can not receive the thought that God is out of money. 
It looks singular to me that God is flooding the 
world with the river of life; calling men everywhere 
to receive it, and that, owning all the gold and silver 
in this world, he should be out of means to carry 
on his work._-I cannot believe that gold is dearer in 
God’s estimation than the blood of his Son, or 
that he will withhold it. We ought to lean* harder 
on God,than on anybody else in this regard, by 
mighty and prevailing prayer.” Have we been anx- 
ious as to where that money was coming from? 
“The Lord is at hand. In nothing be anxious: but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving let your requests be made known unto God. 
And the peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
ing, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in 
Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:7). 


The Kansas City Convention 


HEN the mere outline program of a con- 

vention is a ninety-six page book, how many 

Dages in a periodical would be required for a 
report of such a staggering array of words and deeds 
and personalities and spectacular occasions as made 
up the International Sunday School Convention held 
last month at Kansas City? Even Mr. W. H. Kim- 
berly, of Nebraska, wearing his thirty-one medals 
for attendance at conventions, never survived one 
like this — until now! 

Many of the. factors that are familiar to Sunday- 
school convention delegates were liberally present, 
in full recognition of that wonderful network of 
organized effort carried on for so many years by the 
International Sunday School Association in states 
and provinces, counties and districts. And probably 
more denominational officials as such were present 
than at previous International Conventions. More- 
over, while the currents of thought that met at 
Kansas City have been traceable for. gaany years, 
Sunday-school workers have probably never seen to- 
gether on an International Convention platform so 
many exponents of such varied convictions in edu- 
cation and in religion as in this Convention. 

It was not always hard thinking for the great audi- 
ence. There were times when-hearts were deeply 
touched, and the spirit aroused to enthusiasm that 
found spontaneous. expression. Whenever Marion 
Lawrance occupied the center of the scene the love that 
the Sunday-school army has for one who has been their 
leader so long was manifest by the very look on the 
faces in the throng. Mr. Lawrance was called from 


¢ 


business life to become the Secretary of the Ohio 
State Sunday School Association, and after ten 
years in that work he was chosen, in 1899, as the 
first General Secretary of the International Sunday 
School Association. No one else has ever occupied 
that office. For about four years he was also Joint 
Secretary of the World’s Sunday School Associa- 
tion, 

During the twenty-three years of his secretary- 
ship, Mr. Lawrance has been again and again m 
every state and province in the North American field; 
in Newfoundland and Alaska, Cuba and Mexico; has 
crossed the Atlantic sixteen times, the Mediterranean 
four times, and the Pacific twice, averaging about 
thirty thousand miles a year of travel. In February, 
1920, he was elected by the International Executive 
Committee as “Consulting General Secretary” for 
life. No wonder’ multitudes of .Sunday-school 
workers have been glad to “Ask Marion Lawrance!” 
about their problems, and readers of this paper will 
be glad to know that they can still “Ask Marion 
Lawrance!” through its columns as for many years 
past. It was a gracious moment when Mr. Lawrance 
introduced Dr. Hugh S. Magill, the newly-elected 
Secretary of the new organization, and as the two 
stood together on the rostrum, the great hall rang 
with applause in honoring the old and welcoming the 
new Secretary. Some who were not familiar with 
the leadership in the field of secular education were 
asking “Who is Dr. Magill?” So Mr. Hugh Cork, 
the “Ways of Working” editor of this paper, who 
knows Dr. Magill personally, interpolates just here 
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for the information of The Sunday School Times 
family a word of introduction: 


He was born on a farm near Springfield, Ill., edu- 
cated in the public schools, and later was graduated 
from the University of Illinois, at Urbana. For a 
time he taught in the public schools, and was later 
elected superintendent of schools of his county, Then 
he was appointed principal of the Township High 
School of Princeton, Ill, during which time he was 
elected to the State Senate of the Illinois Legisla- 
ture, where he served from IgI1I to “ei : 

January 1, 1919, he was called to the Field 
Secretary of the National Education Association with 
headquarters at Washington, D. C. He found this 
great national body with a membership of ten thou- 
sand, and many P| these not =~. enthusiastic. But 
with his strong pefsonality, his keen mental o- 
ment, and fine organizing ability he has increased the 
membership within these three years to one hundred 
thousand. So popular is he with the National Edu- 
cation Board that when there was talk of his com- 
ing into the Sunday-school field his superior officers 
came to him and said, “If it is a question of salary 
name the amount you desire, and stay where you are.” 

As to his religious training, he comes of good old 
Presbyterian stock and made his profession of faith 
in Christ early in life. Circumstances led him to 
join the Methedist Episcopal Church, where his mem- 
bership now is. He has always been interested in 
the Sunday-school, and has held all the offices from 
teacher- to superintendent. - For a time he had the 
largest young men’s class in his county. He has al- 
ways put the emphasis on the Bible as the only rule 
of faith and practise. In Illinois he often spoke at 
Sunday-school conventions, and was for a time on the 
Educational Committee of the State Sunday School 
Association. 

Dr. Magill, even with all this. training, realizes 
there is much to learn in this new field of Chris- 
tian educational activity, and so desires every help 
he can get. The last — he said when a friend 
bade him good-bye as he left Kansas City for his 
home was, “When you are praying for others, re- 
member me.” And that request is thus passed on 
to the readers of The Sunday School Times. 


At the close of the Convention Mr. Lawrance’s 
voice nearly gave out, as many other voices did, and 
he spoke to the audience through an.amplifier, talk- 
ing in a moderate tone into a small telephone instru- 
ment held in his hand, while a few feet away from 
him a horn shaped like a morning glory received his 
quiet voice,. magnified it by the mechanism, and 
tossed it: out in waves, of far-reaching power over 
the whole area of the hall, so that all could hear. 
So indeed will Marion Lawrance’s voice be carried 
long years beyond his personal reach by the amplify- 
ing power of a growing appreciation of what he has 
been to the Sunday-school of our time. 

While the Convention was lacking in any session 
devoted to missions, there were glimpses of the 
world-outlook in an evening devoted to the .World’s 
Sunday School Association, and a revealing exhibit 
was given in a room set apart for the purpose in 
conjunction with the Women’s Algerian Mission 
Band, and the Near East Relief. 

The Rev. James Keily, of Glasgow, Scotland, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Scottish Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, brought gracious greetings from his country 
in welcome to the World’s Sunday School Conven- 
tion to be held in Glasgow in 1924, and Mr. W. G. 
Landes, the new Secretary of the Association, so 
long the beloved Secretary of the Pennsylvania State 
Association, was introduced and warmly welcomed. 

There were flag presentations, one from Mexico, 


‘by Dr. William Wallace, for more than thirty years 


a missionary in that.land.- And to the six states hav- 
ing their full quota of delegates-present, — Missouri, 
Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, and Col- 
orado,—the Kansas City Star presented _ flags. 
The presentation of a fine portrat of the 
late H. f: Heinz (who passed away on May 14, 1919), 
on behalf of his sons and his daughter, by Mr. E. D. 
McCafferty, a trusted associate of Mr. Heinz, was 
graced by an exceptionally fitting address, to which 
the delegates listened with keen appreciation. 


Other leaders in addition to Mr. Heinz 
who had during the past four years gone 
forward to their coronation were remembered 
in an impressive memorial service,— Mr. Edward 


K. Warren, January 16, 1919; I. N. Williams, August 
16, 1919; A. B. McCrillis, January 20, 1920; Bishop 
John H. Vincent, May 9, 1920; William N. Harts- 
horn, September 3, 1920; George W. Watts, March 
7, t9o21; E. O. Excell, June 10, 1921; Dr. B. B. 
Tyler, February 6, 1922; Dr. Frank Wocdbury, Feb- 
ruary 6, 1922; Dr. Frank L. Brown, March 23, 1922. 

There were stirring addresses in the field of world- 


conditions and great public reform, such as those by- 


Wayne B. Wheeler on “Facing the Facts about Pro- 
hibition”; John M, Gandy, President of the colored 
State Normal School, Petersburg, Va., himself a 
Negro of outstanding ability, on “Redeeming a Race 
Through Its Children” ; “The Big Thing that > Hap- 
pened in the World,” by Dr. William. T. Ellis, the 
travejer, writer, and lecturer, who was recalled to the 
rostrum so insistently by applause that President 
Thompson was obliged to call out laughingly to the 
crowd, “We don’t give encores on speeches!” Dr. 
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Daniel E. Poling s 
of Adventure” with fine fervor and eloquence, — and 
all these on a-single morning! ; 

The Sunday afternon session on evangelism found 
the audience highly responsive. Christian education 
by no means omits positive, direct, individual, and 
group decision times from its program, but the dan- 
ger is that “religious” education may do so. But the 
, mage program did not neglect the unending need 
or soul-winning. That work was often emphasized. 
There was heart-response to such utterances as these 
by the Rev.. jesse M. Bader, Superintendent of 
Evangelism, United Christian Missionary Society, St. 
Louis, as the audience rejoiced to hear what were 
apparently its own convictions, “In the work of 
bringing a soul to Christ, remember we simply tell 
it, they believe it, but it is Christ who does it. We 
need Sunday-school officers and teachers who will 
lose sleep over the lost souls of ‘their pupils.” 

As to the great audiences, day after day, that 
which especially aroused instant and vigorous ap- 


plause was any declaration of allegiarice to the old 


faith, any downright assertion of the great funda- 
mentals, and any references to great moral reforms. 
It would not be true to say that the audience was 
made up of fundamentalists, but it would ‘be liter- 
ally true to say that anything that was obviously not 
in accord with evangelical conviction left the audi- 
ence cold. 

As President Thompson said in his opening ad- 
dress, “the voluntary forces of the Sunday-school 
havé always stood upon a soundly evangelical basis.” 

The general truth in this declaration was reflected 
again and again in the response of the audience, and 
in current conversation among the delegates. The 
technician in education and in organization who at 
all disregards this fact, and who himself denies, or 
is doubtful about, the foundation elements of the 
faith held in common by the truly evangelical church, 
is not a safe leader, nor, when fully understood; can 
he be an acceptable leader among believers. For as 
President Thompson declared, “The great end of 
religious education is the winning of souls to Christ, 
and their upbuilding in the most holy faith. The 
historical view of the Bible is not enough, nor as 
a book of wisdom. ° Salvation ts not a matter o 
wisdom but of grace.” Hence in the official and con- 
trolling committees of the new organization it is 
particularly needful that the strongly evangelical 


‘members in these central groups shall safeguard at 


the source the output of recommendations. | Un- 
told havoc would be wrought by programs. and sug- 
gested text-books handed down to the schools and 
community groups, if the content and atmosphere 
of the courses-is as neglectful, comparatively speak- 
ing, of soundly ‘evangelical scholarship, and as over- 
whelmingly in favor-of the destructive criticism as 
the reading material hitherto suggested by the Com- 
mittee on ‘Education. Was it thoughtlessness or 
lack of discrimination that could move a leader in 
organized work to suggest, in one of the conferences, 
as an educational help for teachers in small schools 
the magazine of the Religious Education Association, 
a movement from which at least one of the most 
prominent educational leaders in the International 
Sunday School Association was obliged to withdraw 
his co-operation because of its extreme radicalism? 

What thousands of conservative Bible teachers and 
students will rightly require are programs and courses 
of study that are not only adequate from the tech- 
nical side in method, but that are purged of a false 
and Bible-denying scholarship which offers its hypoth- 
eses, or guesses, and its superficial and often inexcus- 
ably ignorant findings as. “assured results,” in flat 
contradiction or open doubt of the Scriptures. : 

And since the Committee~on Education, with its 
numerous sections, is charged with very great re- 
sponsibilities, there are thousands who will await 
with deepest interest the eventual position to be 
taken by this, as well as by the Executive Commit- 
tee, with respect to the following resolution read _ to, 
and passed, indeed, among others, by the Convention, 
yet doubtless not examined, in such a large body and 
in a crowded session, with sufficient deliberation to 
make its implications clear at the time. 


(Concluded on page 422) 





Mr. Bryan’s Kansas City Address 


will be published, in substance, in next week's issue of 
The Sunday School Times. This was his message to 
the International Sunday School Convention, which was 
awaited with profound interest and eagerness by not only 
the eighteen thousand who heard it, but by millions more 
devadlioit North America and the world. 

“Win the same issue of The Sunday School Times the 
leading editorial will discuss some of the vital aspects of 
the Religious Education which was emphasized by certain 
leaders at the Convention, and will consider the meaning 
of certain Resolutions. that were adopted. With reference 
to the mission and future of the new organization, effected 
by the merger ratified at Kansas City, this editorial will 

be entitled, 


' Shall It Be Religious or Christian ? 
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China Bible Union’s First Convention 


_ The brightest spot in the missionary enterprise 
in China is the Bible Union. Organized by the mis- 
sionaries themselves in August of 1920, it is a move- 
ment both of affirmation and protest: affirming the 
fundamentals of the evangelical Christian faith, and 
protesting against the rejection of those fundamentals 
which is being made, sad to say, by many mission- 
aries in China as in practically every other part of 
the foreign field and homeland to-day. 

Taking advantage of the presence in Shanghai of 
many members of the Bible Union in attendance 
upon the recent National Christian Conference of 








China, held early in May, as reported by Dr. Wood- .. 


bridge in the last two issues of The Sunday School 
Times, the Bible Union called its first National Con- 
vention to meet for three days immediately follow- 
ing the other conference. Dr. Woodbridge writes 
to the Editor: 

About one hundred and fifty of us met and completed 
the organization of the Union. We have elected the 
Committee of One Hundred, and we find that there 
is now a membership in the Union of over two thou- 
sand -missionaries! 

We are of “one accord,” and in our meetings, which 
lasted three days, we had a most delightful communion. 
God’s Spirit was there. Many helpful ‘addresses were 
given on evangelism and other subjects. 

We elected the Ven. Archdeacon Moule, the nephew of 
the late Bishop of Durham, as President of the Union, 
and have made arrangements for the regular publica- 
tion of a real orthodox magazine. 

Poor China is politically torn up. War, 
darkness. Her people want the Living Christ. 
bring him to them in all his fulness, 


The Rev. Hugh W. White, of the American’ Pres- 
byterian Mission (South) in Yencheng, Kiangsu, 
writes the Editor: . 


I am glad to say that we have just had a most 
enthusiastic meeting of thé Union, May 13 to 15, 
which will go down to history, organizing it as a 
national organization. While we had gone through the 
National Christian Conference with different attitudes 
of mind, in the Union there was absolute union of heart 
and soul, Baptists, China Inland Mission folk, Meth- 
odists, Free Methodists,: Anglicans, Presbyterians, and 
other believers -of every complexion. 
to the day when peoples and organizations from every 
land will meet in- Washington: or London and join 
hands in a bigger movement along these same lines. 


- One of the outstanding figures in the missionary 
life of China is Dr, J. Walter Lowrie. As Chairman 
of the China Council of the American Presbyterian 
Mission( North) he fills a position of great respon- 
sibility, and therefore his membership in and whdole- 
hearted advocacy of the Bible Union has been a 
cause of great thanksgiving on the part of man 
Christians in the homeland and the mission field. 
Dr. Lowrie writes to the Editor: : 


Our Bible Union Meetings immediately after the Na- 
tional Conference proved a time of great spiritual joy. 
There was deep and real unity of heart—every soul 
of the one hundred and fifty present proud to confess 
faith in the whole Bible record and eager to get the © 
spiritual refreshment that several experienced teachers 
of the Word were able to provide. 

The Union organized permanently, and plans to en- 
large its magazine and endeavor through it to con- 
firm the faith of its readers, and to stimulate to more 
faithful preaching and teaching of the glorious’ Gos- 
pel that opened the Christian era and is still_a thou- 
sand years ahead of all the imaginations of the twen- 
tieth century latitudinarians. 


A most unusual and interesting incident occurred 
about that time, news of which was passed around 
among the missionaries and is now reaching America. 
As Dr. Woodbridge wrote in comment en ‘it, it is 
not a “fish story,” but a true dog story. Dr. Lowrie’s 
letter gives the facts as follows: 


I am very grateful to you for making possible the 
acquaintance with Captain Hartley Holmes, who is in- 
deed a most interesting Christian soldier. I had the 
privilege of interpreting a lantern lecture of his to 
Chinese Christians on the evening of the adjournment 
of our recent National Christian Conference. He is now 
working in connection with Dr. Goforth among the 
soldiers stationed here in Shanghai. 

That door was opened by a surprising incident. A 
wandering dog, ranging through the compound of Dr. 
Mary Stone, found somewhere a fragment of a much 
worn Bible, which he took sufficient interest in to 
carry to the soldiers’ camp near by as he would carry 
a bone! The soldiers, out of natural curiosity, took 
it to their tents and were soon absorbed in its con- 
tents, and before long came to Dr. Stone asking to see 
the rest of that remarkable book that had come to 
them by so strange a carrier. Of course they were 
forthwith supplied, and Dr. Goforth and Captain Holmes 
opened meetings in Dr. Stone’s premises, to which 
many of the ‘soldiers are resorting, and some already 
have found the Way of Life. 


And so God has not stopped in his supernatural 
use of ravens, and fish, and a dumb ass enabled to 
speak, and now a dog, to minister natural food, or 
wisdom, or the Bread of Life to needy men. Our 
wonderful Saviour is indeed “just the same to-day.” 


famine, 
Let us 





I look forward ae 


Fee 


pal PT Sipe aia ane 




















Lesson for July 3¢ 
Jeremiah 29 : 10-14; Ezra 1: 1-11 
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The Samaritans’ “Law’: Moses, oc Forgery ? 


If it made the Remnant unsociable, why 
would Manasseh want a copy ? 








Dr. Ewing was a chaplain in General 
School Times, 
graphically desc: 


By the Rev. Wm. Ewing, D.D., M.C. 


Allenby’s army, and a series of three articles from him in The Sunday 
ing with ‘‘ When We Entered Jerusalem with" Allenby,’’ in the issue of June 25, 1921, 
some of his thrilling experiences. He is Minister of Grange United Free 
and author of such works as ‘‘ Arab and Druze at Home,’’ ‘* From Gallipoli to Baghdad.’’ 


rch, Edinburgh, 
This article will be 


* concluded next week, and will deal directly with the manner in which the Samaritans secured their Pentateuch. 


The Editor of the 


Times, when he was in Palestine, saw this copy, and photographed the High Priest of the 


Samaritans who was then its proud custodian. 


summits of Ebal and Gerizim, near to the center 

ef Western Palestine, lay the famous Old. World 
city of Shechem. Jeroboam I made it his capital; 
but under the later monarchs of the Northern 
dom this honor passed to Tirzah, and then to 
Samarta. The Romans called it Neapolis, and by 
that name, modified to Nablous, it is known to;day. 

The vale is the center of great and inspiring mem- 
ories that carry us back to the heroic days of Joshua’s 
conquest. The cliffs of Gerizim rise steeply on the 
south. The imposing bulk of Ebal swells upward 
on the north. nce the southern slope of Ebal was 
covered with fruitful vines. The rich blood of the 

rape proved too severe a trial to Moslem fidelity. 

he vines were rooted up and replaced by a thorny 
jungle of exuberant cactus. Out towards the eastern 
plain lie the Well of —— and the tomb of his 
son Joseph. As the valley opens westward streams 
‘from the base of Gerizim water multitudinous gar- 
dens and orchards, and make sweet music as they 
flow through park-like reaches with forest trees, and 
‘green turf flower-besprinkled in season. 

There is little of note in the modern town. Its 
Moslem inhabitants have long been noted for fanati- 
cism. re through millenniums a strange religious 
community has maintained an ever-dwindling life. 
To them and to their greatest treasure, their precious 
copy of the Five Books of Moses, Dr. J. E. H. Thom- 
son directs attention in his recently published book, 
“The Samaritans, Their Testimony to the Religion 
of Israel” (Oliver and Boyd, Edinburgh). One can- 
not contemplate unmoved these répresentatives of a 
once great and. prosperous people, not more than One 
hundred and fifty all told, and seemingly doomed to 
early extinction. It is a thrilling thought that, in 
the providence of God, they and their prized copy 
of the Law have been preserved so that just before 
the curtain falls on their fomantic history a signal 
service may be rendered to the cause of truth. 

Who, then, were the Samaritans? . When Samaria 
fell, Sargon claims to have carried away only 27,290 
ofthe inhabitants. Naturally these would include 
the leading men, probably the craftsmen, and cer- 
tainly the priests. The great bulk of the Hebrew 
population remained: humble folk, whose main busi- 
ness would be to till the soil and tend the vineyards. 
The colonists sent from Assyria brought their Own 
gods, but felt that for their own safety they must 
pay homage to the local deity. Conscious, no doubt, 
of their superiority, they would not care to learn 
“the manner” of the God of the land from an un- 
lettered peasantry. At their request a priest returned 
from Assyria and taught them. For a time at least 
the God of Israel was simply added to the number 
of the gods they worshiped. But the colonists, who 
came in three contingents at considerable intervals, 
differed. among themselves in religion, language, and 
social customs certainly as much as they all differed 
from Israel. ; 

The steady pressure of Hebrew influence in the 
midst.of which they lived appears soon to have 
brought all into line. Jehovah had triumphed over 
the gods of Assyria, and it was a people united in 
religious faith and practise who claimed, and were 
denied, a share in rebuilding the Temple under Zerub- 
babel. They said that they served God and sacrificed 
in the same way as the Jews. , Their help was re- 
fused. The action of Ezra and Nehemiah at a later 
stage, and especially the expulsion of Sanballat’s son- 
in-law, whom Josephus calls Manasseh, brought mat- 
ters to a crisis between them. The Samaritans estab- 
lished their temple on Mount Gerizim and claimed 
to be the true guardians of Israel’s ancient faith. 
No one denies that at this time they possessed a copy 
of the Pentateuch. And, indeed, it is obvious that 
for observances of worship in the northern shrine 
closely following those in the Temple on Zion, re- 
liable guidance could only be obtained frcm_a copy 
of the Law. When we ask how they got this copy, 
however, we raise a question of great importance, to 
which different answers are given. 

According to advanced Biblical critics, the Law 
had just received its finishing touches at the hands 
of Ezra, who brought it with him from Babylon. 
The Critics hold that many writers had been engaged 
upon it, from before the days of Josiah; that care- 
ful study reveals the fact-that fragments of old docu- 
ments, traditions, and prevailing practise are com- 
bined in it; that it incorporates an important writ- 
ing prepared by the priests in King Josiah’s time and 

“hidden in the Temple, where, as was designed, it was 
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‘so little of the ritual element. 


“discovered” during the course of repairs. It pro- 
fessed to be from the pen of Moses. This gave it 
special weight with the ing andthe people, who be- 
lieved it to be genuine. The Critics say the object 
was to put an end to worship on the high places, 
which so easily degenerated into idolatry, and to make 
aes ee the one place where sacrifice might rightly 
e offered. This document corresponded closely to 
our book of Deuteronomy. Under the inspiration of 
this fraud, according to the Critics, Josiah’s réfor- 
mation was begun and carried out, while others who 
wrought in the spirit of the “Deuteronomist” added 
to the writings, which were carried to Babylon, where 
the work was continued by the priests and completed 
by Ezra. It is to be noted that in addition to the 
books of Moses that of Joshua was produced by the 
same process; so that we have in this alleged literary 
unity not five, but six, books: a Hexateuch, not a 
Pentateuch. 

The Law thus perfected was brought by Ezra, 
introduced, and enforced in Jerusalem. Under its 
provisions Sanballat’s son-in-law was expelled. Ma- 
nasseh, however, secured a copy of the Law and car- 
ried it to Samaria, where it was received by priests 
and people alike; and it has been the center of their 
veneration and pride from that day to this. Clearly, 
after the final rupture with the Jews the Samaritans 
woune have received no religious. documents from 
them. 

It is not too much to say that this theory. of the 
Critics bristles with difficulties, any one of which 
might have given the Critics pause, and which, fall- 
ing. together on the theory, deprive it of the breath 
of life. Here it will be enough briefly to summarize 
these difficulties. 

When every allowance has been made for differ- 
ee between the literary ideals and methods of that 
ar-off day and of our own, it will always be diffi- 
cult for men of impartial mind to believe that Deu- 
teronomy was foisted upon the king and the people 
by deliberate priestly fraud and forgery. Why is it 
called the book of the Law? The theory does not ex- 
plain. The existence of a book of the law of the 
Lord by Moses must have been a matter of com- 
mon knowledge; and this copy must have been one 
to which some special sanctity or importance at- 
tached therefore no forgery. hy did Hilkiah give 
it to Shaphan the scribe instead of reading it him- 
self? An answer will be suggested inthe sequel, 
but it is destructive of the theory, Hezekiah, the 
great-grandfather of Josiah, instituted practically the 
same reforms as Josiah’s, so the Law was known to 
him. Passages in Deuteronomy take for granted the 
existence of other books of the Pentateuch — espe- 
— the priestly legislation — which therefore could 
not have owed their origin to priests in Babylon gen- 
erations later. If Deuteronomy was fabricated for 
the purpose of abolishing worship on a multitude of 
high places and concentrating lawful sacrifice in 
Jerusalem, it is at least remarkable that it centains 
Finally, is it con- 
ceivable that the pride and patriotism of a Jerusalem 
Jew could have allowed him to name with honor the 
chief mountains of Samaria, while the city to which 
he desired to draw all worshipers, his beloved Jeru- 
salem, is not so much as mentioned? 

If, for sake of argument, we grant the truth of 
the critical theory, we only meet with a fresh set 
of difficulties. When Ezra arrived from Babylon 
he found the people worshiping in the Temple ac- 
cording to a ritual which had prevailed from the 
time of Zerubbabel—at least three-quarters of a 
century. He produced the newly completed Law, the 
composition of which could not be entirely a secret, 
and, by what power no man knows, imposed it upon 
the religious community in Jerusalem. If Ezra called 
the people to the full observance of a Law of ac- 
knowledged antiquity and undisputed authority, many 
provisions of which had, in the lapse of centuries, 
fallen into disuse, it is easy to understand his suc- 
cess. But for any one who knows the deep conserva- 
tism Of the Jew in things religious, often conspicu- 
ously illustrated in their history, to believe that they 
scrapped their ritual, consecrated by long use, and 
embraced far-reaching innovations at the bidding of 
one who himself had never even seen a legitimate 
sacrifice, strains credulity to the breaking-point. 

Then, is it really thinkable that Manasseh should 
have been so much in love with the law under which 
he suffered such humiliating indignities that, amid 
the embarrassments of the moment, he procured a 
copy—a thing probably not easy in any circum- 








~ 419 


stances — carried it to the north 
for adoption by his own people ? 
regard it as the hateful 
done him, 

Even if Manasseh had acted in this incredible way, 
what would the Samaritan leaders and community 
think about it? Were they at all likely, with their 
native Oriental antagonism to change, to abandon 
their ancient ritual in favor of one offered by a rene- 
gade priest, who had himself been condemned and 
shamefully entreated under the very law which he 
commended ? 

There is an even greater difficulty in the way of 
the critical theory, which maintains that the literary 
unity with which we are dealing includes the book 
of Joshua. Why, then, did Manasseh carry away 
only the five books of Moses, and reject that of 
Joshua? Joshua was the great hero of Ephraim, 
the pride of the northern tribes. The story of his 
life must have warmed the heart and stirred the 
blood. No book was sure of a more enthusiastic wel- 
come than that which recorded his exploits. Yet 
Manasseh rejects it. Or, can it be that the Critics 
are wrong in somestng this unity? Such an admis- 
sion would bring fatal discredit upon their methods. 

Can we furnish a more reasonable theory as to 
how the Samaritans became possessed of their copy? 
An answer to this question will be attempted in next 
week’s issue of The Sunday School Times. 


EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 
(To be concluded next week) 
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A people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakims; 
but the Lord destroyed them before them; and they 
— them, and dwelt in their stead (Deut. 2: 
2 


I 
N° ONE who really lives will have any doubt, 
spiritually speaking, of there being giants in the 
land. And most men of the red-blood sort will 
agree with the statement that they are a “people 
great, and many, and tall, as the Anakims.” You and 
I, at any rate, have met them as we have attempted 
to enter into our promised land, and many a fight 
we have had with them as we have urged our way 
forward, foot by foot. As a result, we are ready to 
consent to the proposition that these foes of ours 
are certainly ugly brutes; ferocious of countenance, 
malicious ot character, with no sense of honor, ready 
to attack at front or rear, deadly in assatit and more 
deadly -in strategy, restless, tireless, devilish, hellish, 
and, from first to last, altogether too much for us, 
We used to think we could down them. Now, we 
know better. And so the bitterness of our position, 
as far as we are concerned, is this, that. we know that 
the only thing we can do, as we see that a new battle 
is on, is to throw up hands and surrender. This is 
what Israel learned as they went forward in the wil- 
derness. They had had a glorious time there, when 
they were fighting on the plain and Moses was lifting 
up his hands upon the mount. But they were not so 
enthusiastic about warfare after they had looked into 
the faces of the Edomites and had received their 
rough message to be gone. On this last occasion, they 
obeyed and went, not trusting themseves to go for- 
ward. And later in Canaan, they had often the same 

experience of disillusionment and disheartenment. 

But, after all, what are giants to the Lord? They 
are puny dwarfs, who look big and strong, but are 
hopelessly little and powerless. ‘The white hunters of 

~Africa have never had much trouble in overcoming 

the black pigmies there. Indeed, they have not even 
had to fight with them, for at the first approach of 
the whites, the little black fellows, who had been 
strutting around a moment before with their scowl- 
ing faces and bows and arrows, have just taken to the 
bush and hid. And so it is with the Lord and his 
foes. Let him come on to the field of battle, and 
there is no battle; it is simply a rout and victory. 
This, evidently, is what Moses had in mind. He did 
not say concerning the giants, Israel destroyed them; 
but rather, “But the Lord destroyed them.” As a 
matter of fact, he could not have said at any time 
that Israel had destroyéd the giants, for, if*it had 
been a case of Israel. and the giants, he would have 
had to say, And the giants destroyed Israel. But 
Moses was talking about the Lord and the giants, and 
the moment he spoke of this, he-eould tell another 
and a better story. 

The conclusion is very simple, but it is also very 
profound. If you are going to face your ugly giant- 
foes in your own strength, you had better-give up 
at once, confessing yourself beaten and hoping to 
get out of.the humiliation of defeat as best you can. 
But if you want victory, a place in God’s bright sun, 
a goodly ‘inheritance in Canaan, and a companionship 
there with the God of Full-supplies, just ask Jehovah 
to go into battle with you and fight for you. “Faith- 
ful is he that calleth you, who also will do it”! 


Princeton, N. J. 
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Mankind (and Satan) anti-Semitic 
—but not God ! 
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Jewry is the burning bush of prophecy. Moses’ faith discerned God in the burning bush in the backside of the 
desert. But the Layton of the world to-day is afflicted with spiritual o»hihalmia, and sees, not God’s mar- 


velous keeping of his 


word that Israel should be finally restored to be an everlasting kingcom; not his 
divine protection, so that Israel should be preserved from disappearance in the meli 
working out his purposes to bring in the Prince of Peace and the Age of Gold, after Palestine 
a nation of Jewish citizenship—but through its goggles mankind to- sees in the 
haphazard political venture. It is because of the significance of God's 


pot of nations; not God’s 
shall again become 
Zionist movement merely a 
d upon his scattered people to-day, al- 


though they recognize it not as such, that The Sunday School Times is maintaining as one of its regular departments 
** The Jew and the Newspaper.’’ Mr. Tucker is a Bible teacher, author, and editor of The Wonderful Word. 


He is planning to leave in Au, 


for a trip to England, Ireland, France, the Balkan States, and Russia to study, 


for one thing, the condition of the Jew, and will write sidelights on various situations in those countries for The Sun- 


day School Times. An early article by 


Mr. W. E. Blackstone, 


of ‘* Jesus is Coming,’’ will consider, 


The Jews” Restoration : Then and Now.”’ 


which sums up the national history of Israel 
from the beginning of their national existence, 
until this day and hour. 

Six times have they been brought to the very verge 
of annihilation, only to experience national preser- 
vation. First, by the Pharaohs, 1571 to 1491 B. C.; 
second, by the Assyrians, 775 B. C.; third, by Neb- 
uchadnezzar, 588 B. C.; fourth, by Haman 510 B. C.; 
fifth, by Antiochus Epiphanes, 170 B. C.; sixth, by 
Titus A. D. 70. ‘ 

The seventh time is a prophecy which will, in due 
time, become history. hink of it— 3,800 years of 
such history, and yet a race the survivors of it all! 

They are a _ people perpetually plundered yet 
perpetually prosperous; perpetually persecuted, 
yet perpetually preserved; perpetually peeled, yet 
perpetuall perennial. They are the _ people 
of pestilence, yet the people of plenty, the 
people of many sorrows, and yet much success; the 
people of many tragedies, and yet many triumphs; 
the people of both maledictions and_benedictions, 
cursing and comfort. They are the mystery of his- 
tory and the miracle of mankind. They tramp, travel, 
and tread the highways of the world, and all mac- 
adam was built for their feet. They make a con- 


Fr wai ever and extinction never, is a sentence 


course of all countries and a conquest of all condi-., 


tions. They .sail all seas and sit under every. flag 
save one. They are the people of pity, of: pathos 
and yet of praise and of pride. Both Divine and 
depraved, they are the anomaly of the universe, 
Surely there are none “like unto this people.” 

Their exile was foretold by Moses, the Lawgiver 
(Deut. 28) and fulfilled in the days of the Kings 
of Israel and Judah. (See 2 Kings, chapters 17, 24, 
and 25.) 

The Northern Kingdom or the Ten Tribes were 
carried into captivity and exiled from their land by 
the Assyrians 775 B. C. (2 Kings 17). 

Tue Cause of their downfall is stated‘in a word 
seven times repeated—the word “They” (2 Kings 
17). 

1. “They set themselves up images and groves” 
(v. 10). 

2. “They burnt incense in all the high places, as 
did the heathen” (v. 11). 

3. “They served idols when the Lord had said, Ye 
shall not do this thing” (v. 12). 

4. “They would not hear, but hardened their necks” 
(v. 14). 

5. “They rejected his statutes and his covenants” 
(v. 15). 

6. “They left all the commandments of the Lord 
their God” (v. 16). 


7. “They caused their sons and daughters to pass 
through the fire and caused divinations and enchant- 
ments” (v. 17). , 

THE CoNSEQUENCE.—" Therefore was the Lord very 
angry with Israel and removed them out of his sight” 
(v, 18). 

“So was Israel carried away out of their own land 
to Assyria unto this day” (v. 23). 

The Southern. Kingdom or Judah, the Two Tribes, 
suffered exile under the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the 
Chaldean monarch, in the year 606. The record 
of this subjugation is found in. 2 Kings. 24 and 25. 
It is a thrilling record of tragedy for Judah and 
triumph for Babylon. 


The Captivity of the Ten Tribes -was “according. 


to the word of the Lord as he spake by his servants 
the prophets” (2 Kings 17: 23). 

The Captivity of the Two Tribes was “according 
to the word of the Lord which he spake by his serv- 
ants the prophets” (2 Kings 24% 2). 

Nebuchadnezzar accomplished his conquest Over 
Judah by means of three successful invasions. For 
the teacher, I have arranged these invasions in some 
general detail, showing the Kings reigning at that 
timg also the prophecy and the history, for when 


God gives prophecy it is to be turned into history.» 


God is faithful! 


The First Chaldean .4nvasion: Reign,. Jehoiakim; 

time, 606-598 B. C., eight years; Prophecy: Jeremiah 
36, 45, 25, 46-49; History : 2 Kings 24: 1-7; 2 Chron- 
icles 36: 6-8. 
_ The Second Chaldean Invasion: Reign: Jehoiachin ; 
time, 598 B. C., three months; Prophecy: Jeremiah 
13; History: 2 Kings 24: 8-16; 2 Chronicles 36:9, 10. 
_ The Third Chaldean Invasion: Reign, Zedekiah; 
time, 598-586 B. C., eleven years; Prophecy, Jere- 
miah 24: 27, 29, 50; History, 2 Kings 24:17 to 25:21; 
2 Chronicles 36: 11-21. = 

Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest of Jerusalem (Dan, 1: 
1) was the beginning of that. period known in the 
Scriptures as “the times of the Gentiles.” It is that 
prophetic period of determined duration, during 
which the Gentile nations, divinely indicated, hold 
in subjection “the People, the Land, and the City.” 
This exile from the land of the covenant and the 
promise continues unto this day, 


Tue Cause of Judah’s exile is discovered and 
fully uncovered in the intercessory prayer of Daniel 
the prophet (Dan, 9). Daniel takes it upon himself 
to confess the sins of his people. It is a prayer of 
confession and contrition. It is a prayer of the con- 
fession of the sins Of commission and omission, 
Four times he - acknowledges the sins of commission 
and ‘says,’ “We have sinned”. (chap: 9:5; 8, 11, 15). 
Four times he confesses’ the sins of omission and 
acknowledges the things “we” have not done (chap. 

:6;-9, 10; '‘15)), In thts confession Daniel uses four 

ebrew wotds to describe their rebellion and revolt: 


1. The Hebrew. word “Chata” or “Sinned.” 

2. The Hebrew word “Avah” or “Iniquity.” 

3. The Hebrew word “Rasha” or “Wickedly,.” 
4. The Hebrew word “Marad” or “Rebelled.” 


Sin is the cause of the exile. There could be no 
other cause. The only refraction that can bring re- 
tribution is sin. 


THe Cons&QueNceE.—“‘Therefore the curse,’ says 
Daniel (9:11). He refers to the predicted judg- 
ments of God as found in Deuteronomy 26:14; 27: 
18 » 2B: TS; 20; 20; 90:17, 183-32: 173 927: 10 

They were “smitten by their enemies and removed 
into all the kingdoms of the earth” (Deut. 28:25). 
What Moses said when the world was young is now 
on exhibition when the world is old—a_people of 
world-wide dispersion, universal separation, and con- 
tinuous preservation. 

Just consider a list of countries and places to 

which thé exile has carried them. Jt is the map of 
the world! 
- Europe: Austria,’ Belgium, Bosnia and Herzego- 
vina, Crete, Cyprus and Malta, Denmark, . Great 
Britain, France, Germany, Greece, Holland, Hun- 
gary, Italy, Luxemburg, Norway, Sweden, Portu- 
gal, Rumania, Russia, Boland, Servia, Spain, Swit- 
zerland, Turkey, and EastermRoumelia. 

Asia: ,Palestine, Caucasus, Siberia, Central Asia 
Minor, Syria, Persia, India, Arabia, China, Japan, 
Turkestan, Afghanistan. 

Africa: Egypt, Abyssinia, Tripoli, Tunis, Algeria, 
Morocco, South Africa. 

America: United States, Canada, ‘Central America, 


Australasia: Australia, New Zealand, Tasmania. 

Also all the islands of the sea. : 

In these places they have.a habitat but no “Home.” 
Surely Moses was right when he said, “Removed 
into all the kingdoms of the earth.” 


THe ConTINUATION of ‘the -exile is a permanent 
testimony of the history: to which prophecy must 
inevitably come, Semitism is so evident in the world 
that Anti-Semitism is the temper of the world. The 
presence of the Jew everywhere creates the perse- 
cution of the Jew everywhere. Anti-Semitism is 
not dying out, rather it is flaming up. This nation 
is still in the ring of fire. He, Jehovah, would have 
led them as a “Shepherd leads his sheep,” but now 
they are “as sheep counted for the siaughtér.” They 
are the “burning bush” of the nations —always burn- 
ing, never consumed, They dare the people of the 
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furnace “seven times.heated.” Even in America these 


- fires are kindled. There are some Jews blinded suf-’ 


ficiently to think America is their “Promisea Land,” 
but the careful observer knows there is more hate 
for the Jews in America than hope. 

They were a “by-word” among the nati®ns then 
—they are now, They were a “proverb” then—- 
they are now. They were a hissing — they are now. 
Theirs is still the “ague,” the “fever,” the inflamma- 
tion and the “consumption.” Anti-Semitism is more 
than a human persecution. ./t is Satanic, Satan is 
anti-Semitic. He has waged relentless warfare against 
Israel from the beginning. To “cut Israel off from 
being a_ nation,” has been his purpose through the’ 
ages. To defeat Israel would be to make God a 
liar and all his covenants and promises and oaths | 
come to failure of achievement. Would you care 
to know the secret of the survival of eae ie aed 
Would you know why they have outlived the Tudors)’ 
and Plantagenets, the Romanofts, the tyranny é6f° 
Spain, the dynasties of France, Charlemagne, Con- 


stantine, the Caesars, the Alexanders, the Babylonian « 


kings, and the Egyptian Pharaohs? There is’ one 
answer, and that is to be found in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. , 

Malachi the last prophet of the Old Testament — 


Malachi, the Leip any E ve the maledictions, bears this . 
wd: 


a from t - 
“For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore, ye: 
sons of Jacob are not consumed” (Mal. 3:6). 

This exile continues until the time determined 
(Dan. 9:24) and decreed shall run its course. There 
can be no reversal of this decree—it is arbitrary 
and fixed till fulfilled. Though under persecution, 
they are still under Divine protection. 

This thing was not done in a corner of history, 
but was proclaimed on the housetop of prophecy. 
There was no stage-managing of this awful scenic 
affair and effect. God openly displayed before the 
whole world this ‘retribution and judgment! He 
forecast it first on the far-flung screen of prophecy 
and then fulfilled it on the open pages of history! 
It was not accomplished in “the still small yore,” 
but in the ruthless and ruinous volcano, the devour- 
ing blasts of his furnace and the whirlwinds of his 
retributive judgments! He wrote it in such living 
lines that he who runs may read, and the wayfaring 


man and the fool can behold it! How passionate,.° 
how pungent and how pitiful the opening words of : 
the Lamentations when Jeremiah cries: - 


“How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of 


people! How is she become as a’ widow! and -she:: 
that was great among the ‘nations, and princess among: } 
the provinces, how 1s she become tributary! - T89 

“She weepeth sore in the night, and ‘her tears. are.:; 


on her cheeks; among all her lovers she hath. none 


to comfort her; all her friends have dealt treacher- : 


ously with her, they are become her enemies... 
“Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction, 
and because of great servitude; she dwelleth. among 


the heathen, she findeth no rest, all her persecutors ; 


overtook her between the straits” (Lam: 1: 1-3):° 

Here is a brief for the exile that continues to this 
day. Here is a faithful portrait of the Jews among 
the nations. “Here is the record of their failure and 
God’s faithfulness! 

This exile was expedient in the counsels and pur- 
pose of God. This is not ours to. discuss. It is 
enough to say that the exile was commenced .ac- 
cording to prophecy, is continued according to proph- 
ecy, and will be concluded according to prophecy. : 

Prophecy is history in advance foretold; history 
is prophecy in events fulfilled! The prophet Micah 
foresaw and foretold the exile of both- Israel and 
Judah. Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah, Isaiah 
wrote in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze- 
kiah. Micah prophesied in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah. The burden of Isaiah’s prophecy 
was Judah (the two tribes) and Jerusalem, their 
capital city. 

The burden of Micah’s prophecy ‘vas both “Jeru- 
salem and Samaria” — both kingdoms and both capi- 
tals. See Isaiah 1:1 and Micah 1; 1. 

Micah foretold the capture, captivity, and exile of 
both Jsrael and Judah, Jerusalem and Samaria. Be- 
hold these startling prophecies and theg look upon 
the pages of history and out upon the land now be- 
neath the judgment of God. , 


I. The Prophecy of the Destruction of Samaria 


“Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the 
field, and as the plantings of a vineyard: and I will 
our down the/'stones thereof into the. valley, and 
f will discover the foundations thereof” (Micah 1: 


This has been done even as God has spoken. . As 
late as 1911 “foundations were discovered” and also 
the unearthing of Ahab's wine cellars. -The prophet 
publishes the cause, and says: ‘ 

“For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and 
for the sins of the house of Israel.” What is the 
transgression of Jacob? is it not Saméria? (Micah 
1:5.) 


Il. The Prophecy of the Destruction of Jerusalem 
“Therefore shall Zion for your 'sake be plowed as 
a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the 
mountain of the house as the high places of the 
forest” (Micah 3: 12). 
And thus has God kept his sacred word! This 
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Lesson for July 30 
Jeremiah ag: 10-14; Ezra 1: 1-11 


is true,*as God always is. It is as a plowed field. 
This is true on the site ef Ophel, but not true of 
the traditional site southwest of Jerusalem. ° It is 
true of the city proper on Mount Moriah. It is 
true of the “mountain of the house” — Moriah and 
the temple (read also Jeremiah 26:18). Again the 
irophet asks, “And what are the high places of 
Judah? are they not Jerusalem?” (Micah 1: 5.) 

Thus it is according to the Word of the. Lord the 
people have gone into captivity and exile, 
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These Semitic peoples are a confirmation of the 
Sinaitic precepts and pronouncement! The people 
of the Divine choice have become the people of the 
Divine curse. To look, in any nation, upon a Jew 
is a testimony that the Word of God is true! But 
God is not Anti-Semitic! Nor is the true urch 
of God, the body of Christ, and the church has a 
duty and a debt to them now in their exile and disper- 
sion. 

New Yorx Crry. ° 








Religious Education at Kansas City 


Where met many champions of divergent views and hopes 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., Yige-2issises* jog Rrotencr of 


& IAT does he mean by ‘the project 
nethod’?” This and similar questions asked 
hy delegates who listened to the addresses 

at the International Sunday School Convention at 

Kansas City indicated not only that a new day had 

dawned in the “International,” but indicated. also 

the~character of that day —it is educational even to 
its terminology. Not only did the nature of the 
program indicate this, but the new name of the 

“merger” also pointed it out—“The Infernational 

Sunday School Council of Religious Education.” It 

was shown also in the type of officers chosen to lead 

the new ae through its first quadrennium. 

President W. O. Thompson, who is said to be the 

first to be re-elected for a second term to lead the 

Sunday-school forces. of the Continent, is the head 

of Ohio State University. His active lieutenant, the 

mew General Secretary, is the Honorable Hugh 

Magill, who has been for three years the éfficient 

Field Secretary of the National Educational Asso- 

ciation, now probably the largest body of teachers 

in the world. Dr. Thompson is a Presbyterian min- 
ister, and Mr. Magill has kept in close and active touch 
with the Sunday-school work of his own church. 

Of course, the most important piece of work be- 
fore the convention at Kansas City was the ratifica- 
tion of the merger; but the whole program was built 
on the assumption this this would be accomplished, 
and the conviction that if accomplished it would 
mean the entering upon a vast program of religious 
education which the convention must forecast and 
prepare for. Thus at least twenty-four of the gen- 
eral convention addresses dealt with some phase of 
the problem of religious education, and there were 
sectional conferences not only for all the different 
divisions and departments of the Sunday+school, 
from Cradle Roll workers up to separate groups of 
administrators such as pastors, superintendents, other 
officers, and national and state field workers; but 
there were separate conferences for Directors of 
Religious Education, Teachers of Religious Educa- 
tion in Colleges and Seminaries, Teacher-Training, 
Week-Day Schools of Religious Education, Com- 
munity Training Schools, Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools; and almost all of these conferences held 
two or three meetings. It would seem as though no 
phase of modern religious education had been slighted 
in the comprehensive provision for sectional con- 
ferences, while the general addresses viewed the 
problem from almost every angle. 

The Convention itself had very decided ideas as 
to the type of education it was willing to endorse. 
The overwhelming vote in favor of the word “Chris- 
tian” instead of the word “religious” in the title of 
the new association indicated that the delegates had 
no intention of letting their association drift in the 
direction in which the Religious Education Associa- 
tion has already gone. This was heartening to those 
who have deplored this drift of the R. E. A., and 
encouraging to those who have given their life’s best 
effort to what they know the Sunday-schools of 
America have always stood for. And it was good to 
recognize in the discussion of such themes as “The 
Finality of Christ” and “Christ the Hope of the 
World” and in the Sunday afternoon program on 
Evangelism, that the old note had not been lost in 
the new chorus. 

The aim of religious education was Variously set 
forth by different speakers. Some were clear-cut in 
their pronouncements; but the strongest pronounce- 
ment of the convention was the almost unanimous 
voice of the delegates when they set the aim of it 
afl. in the one word “Christian.” The President’s 
address set the aim as “winning souls to Christ, and 
upbuilding them in the most holy faith’; and one 
speaker on “spiritual literacy” interpreted it to mean, 
in the Words of Jesus himself, “that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent.” Professor Walter S. Athearn, in what 
was evidently intended to be the keynote address from 
the educational standpoint, interpreted Christian ed- 
ucation to mean, not the biologic evolution of inborn 
tendencies,‘ but the introduction of control into ex- 
perience in conformity with the ideals, standards and 
teachings of Jesus Christ. 

Naturally the setting of an educational aim means 
emphasis upon educational method, which broadly 





speaking was interpreted to mean the application of 
scientific procedure to the work of Christian edu- 
cation, whether in the Sunday-school or elsewhere. 
In one address it was stated that this does not mean 
taking matters out of God’s hands, but only creat- 
ing conditions in which the Spirit of God can work. 
Another of the leaders, while urging the value of 
scientific method, made it clear that the field of 
knowledge cannot be fully surveyed in the terms 
of physical science, nor should religious education 
be led to depend upon results and researches in the 
comparatively new field of public education, Re- 
ligious education has a field of its own covering a 
wider range and requiring a technique, or method of 
operation, peculiar to the nature and ends of re- 
ligious experience. 

Because of this fact there seemed to be among: the 
speakers a strong desire for a bureau of research, 
such as the Education Committee recommends, whose 
purpose should be to gather facts and information in 


the field of religious education, with the ultimate aim, 


of fixing uniform objective standards or ideals to be 
achieved, and for developing methods of applying 
them to the practical activities of life. The speaker 
who dealt most with this subject differed from the 
former speaker in thinking that results had already 
been attained in secular education which could be 
utilized here, but that religious education should lead 
and not follow secular education in this work of re- 
search, The graded lessons also came in for a good 
share of commendation, the assumption, by their ad- 
veCenes always being that scientific method requires 
them. 4 

One important fact was set forth more clearly 
than usual in discussions dealing with religious edu- 
cation, namely, that back of the scientific procedure 
there are always philosophical religious ideas which 
need to be taken account of if our procedure is to 
lead us to the right goals. It matters* much, for in- 
stance, whether our idea of God is the personal idea, 
derived from the Christian Scriptures, or whether it 
is an idea derived from pagan philosophers who have 
lived in the Christian era. The address by Dr. 
Athearn, which not only showed the significance 
of the philosophical background but also en- 
deavored to show the nature of. the Christian 
philosophy, pointed out the fact that God cannot be 
resolved into a’ phenomenon of the biologic organ- 
ism nor prayer into a merely mental attitude. In 
other words, that God.is an objective reality, not 
simply a name for the sum total of the things that 
bring satisfaction to the physical life, and prayer is 
therefore more than a subjective exercise. 

The speaker also took issue boldly with a theory 
which has had a great vogue in secular education 
and which is said to dominate about eighty percent 
of the boy and girl club literature of the day, namely, 
the recapitulation theory, which claims that the child 
in his individual life goes through the stages which 
are supposed to have followed one another in the 
development of the race. It was time to challenge 
in religious education a theory that is being com- 
batted and repudiated in secular education. The 
speaker had no more sympathy for the effort to re- 
duce the science of psychology to the reactions of 
the physical organism than he had for the scientific 
analysis of religious experience which attempts to 
explain religion by explaining it away. All of this 
was given in recognition of a danger all too ap- 
parent — “the tendency to substitute technique for 
content”; but a danger that will be noted by all who, 
like the speaker, afe sure that “the world cannot be 
saved by pedagogy alone.” There are many. who, 
anxious to lend their sanction to all better method, 
have continued to see clearly that to lose the mes- 
sage in the effort to facilitate its delivery is to lose 
that for which all the machinery 4s built. 

It was clear that the convention programs were in 
part a reflection of the findings of the Committee on 
Education. This report, while recommending the 
moral instruction attempted in the public schools, 
says that this instruction cannot be adequate because 
it cannot have the spiritual and religious motive which 
in the church school must be given. The aims of 
the Sunday-school are said to be two: To win every 
available member of the community to the Sunday- 
school, and to win the members of the Sunday-school 
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to Christ and the church; to instruct and train them 
for intelligent and effective Christian living, and to 
enlist them in definite Christian service. In the com- 
mittee’s list of recommended books there is little if 
any modification from the Buffalo list, which was 
criticized by The Sunday School Times in 1919 for 
its strongly destructive position. It is said, how- 
ever, that this list is not final and is to be revised 
at the next meeting of the Committee, and a better 
balanced list recommended. It is unfortunate that 
the Committee felt obligated to put out such a list 
again before having time for its proper revision. 

It has been noted that in the heart of the great 
delegate body as well as in the utterances of certain 
leaders of the movement the qrengenen aim and 
emphasis were stressed. It is equally true that in 
the utterances of others who are working earnestly 
for the adoption of scientific method in the processes 
of religious education there was evident little or no 
concern for the vital Biblical content of the teach-- 
ing. There is a godliness that has promise for only 
“the life thpdt now is,” and it seemed to be the focus 
of attention in the convention, eSpecially when its 
thought was directed by those who maintained that 
the-aim of Christian education is human welfare “re- 
alized here on earth, with no purgatory as a lever.” 
The fact that godliness also has promise for the life 
to come was not denied, but at least it was not em- 
phasized. If one of the aims had: been to keep clear 
of the charge of “other worldliness” the program 
would have justified itself. The church, on the con- 
trary, was often mentioned; but it was seldom if 
ever referred to as that mystical body of which 
Christ is the Head, but usually as a human organiz- 
tion subordinate in importance to the individuals 
who are the subjects of its ministry. : 

In view of the fact that all the scientific machinery 
is to be used to make vital a certain view of life 
and, however much we may try to evade it, a cer- 
tain body of truth, we ought to go below the sur- 
face in these matters. Nor did the Bible itself seem 
to have quite the place of authority which Chris- 
tians are accustomed to assign to it. In the argu- 
ment for the graded lessons, and elsewhere, the 
Book was made subordinate to the child. In the 
program of the proposed research bureau it was 
made co-ordinate’ with books of ethics and with 
Christian experience as a source of information rela- 
tive to the nature of Christian ideals. One speaker 
based his argument for graded lessons on the idea 
that the Bible was not a book of authority, but a 
book of life, and endeavored to show that its au- 
thority rests in the conviction born of experience 
with the Book. But it is only in accepting the au- 
thority of the Book that we find life; and human ex- 
perience, though it may lead to the recognition of the 
Book’s authority, cannot create the authority which 
God himself has imparted to his Word. 

There was agreement that it is desirable to unite 
science in the service of religion, but evident lack 
of agreement in the convention as to what consti- 
tutes either true science or true religion. The dif- 
ferences were not magnified, however, and general 
harmony prevailed. There are evidently those who 
are toiling to make true science the handmaid of true 
religion, and they deserve every encouragement. There 
are others who, perchance expecting too much of 
educational processes, are indifferent to the content 
side of the procedure, and will be disappointed at 
results. Should any hope to use the machinery of 
education to overturn the cherished truth of God’s 
Word as held by his church through the years, we 
can but hope that the voice of his poopie will speak 
its mandate as vigorously as did the body of dele- 
gates at Kansas City. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


we 
Sorrow 


This is one of the many beautiful messages in verge in the 
volume “ Heart Songs"’ by Dr. Henry W. Frost, a collection 
of “Verses for Christians’’ written out of the rich Bible 
study and Christian experience that readers of The Sunday 
School Times have come to prize in Dr. Frost's “ Little Ser- 
mons” and other work in these columns. The. book of 109 
selections makes a choice gift book, and may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at $1.25. 


** The Lord shall give thee rest from thy sorrow.’’ 


BLOOD-RED lily lay upon the ground ; 
On yesterday it stood erect and tail, 
Taller, by far, than all the flowers around 
Where it was blooming near the garden wall ; 
It had sunk low beneath a driving rain, 
So low, it seemed ’twould never rise again. 


But on the morrow, as the sun came up 

To dry the rain-tears from the weeping sky, 
The lily lifted up its chalice-cup, 

Taller, once more, than all the flowers near by ; 
Its bruiséd petals opened out again, 

Fairer, by far, because of driving rain. 


“Every one of them published to mect real needs” 
— describes The Sunday School Times’ books. A 
catalogue on request. 
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The Kansas City Convention 
(Concluded from page 418) 


“We are convinced that to meet this need [for 
religious education] all religious bodies, and espe- 
cially our Protestant churches, must greatly increase 
effort for religious education within their own fel- 
lowship, and with equal zeal must work together for 
adequate religious education in the community.” 

hat is, and is not, “adequate religious education,” 
and what are the rightful limitations and extent of 
community co-operation in this field,'will be considered 
editorially in the next issue. : 

If any explanation were needed for dwelling so 
much on the educational aspects of the Convention, 
it would be found in the main drive, the avowedly 
big objective of the merger. But the relations of the 
state and provincial organizations to the strongly de- 
nominationalized new organization furnish number- 
less problems, the educational as well as many others, 
especially in the working out of satisfactory plans 
for general and local field work. Some of the states, 
through their Sunday-school officials, are taking at 
present a waiting or tentative attitude toward the 
new arrangement, while others are heartily com- 
mitted to the experiment,—and on every hand, in 
denominational, state, or provincial groups there is 
apparent a desire to preserve a wise balance of coun- 
on and control as between what is called the terri- 
torial and the denominational representation. “It’s 
up to the denominations,” said an experienced “terri- 
torial,” a state leader who was asked how the new plan 
would work; and, on the other hand, as one de- 
nominational leader said, “The danger is that the 
denominational men shall seek to come too much into 
control without iaking the interdenominational 
workers enough into account, and that must not 
be.” Indeed, a strong desire to maintain a just 
balance was evident all along the line. 

Many adjustments will need to be worked out in 
practise so far as the field work and local or state 
organization is concerned, before any one will know 
just how far the new plans will affect the 
wide ramifications of what has been known as 
the organized Sunday-school work, with its stand- 
ards, its conventions, its personnel, and its mul- 
tiform activities for the “ultimate consumer,” the 
local school. : 

In no International Sunday School Convention has 
the appeal to the eye and to the musical sense been 
given so large a place. The pageants and the great 
choruses as a means of conveying a message here 
surely reached a climax, whatever question many may 
properly have as to the ultimate spiritual value of 
pageantry. The hundreds of perfectly drilled partici- 
pants, the dignity and emotional impressiveness o 
the old hymns, the changeful color schemes, the ten- 
der appeal of the beautiful Rainbow Chorus, — four 
hundred children from the Kansas City Sunday- 
schools, —all this is unforgettable in the Conven- 
tion picture. Only the semi-darkness prevented one 
from seeing the whole vast company moved to tears, 
if one may judge by the immediately visible sur- 
roundings, on any of the four pageant or choral oc- 
casions. 

Pictures to be used in religious teaching were 
everywhere among the exhibits, and “The . Tem- 
ple of Fine Arts,” in the Westminster Congregational 
Church was the center for meetings on this theme, 
for discussions, experiments and interviews’ with 
experts. Here also music was discussed and exem- 
pitted under the general supervision of Professor 

. Augustine Smith, the General Director of Fine 
Arts in Religion, who throughout the Convention 
was assisted by Professor John R, Jones, Miss Vesta 
Towner, and others. 

At the best only a few typical glimpses can be 
given of this vast Convention, with its vivid re- 
flections of what is going on in the Sunday-school 
field at large, revealing the restlessness and the cross- 
currents that characterize the life of to-day every- 
where. Standing out as the solitary spokesman from 
that platform in behalf. of thousands of Sunday- 
schools that share his convictions, Dr. John R. Sam- 
pey, in his rousing address on “Fifty Years of Uni- 
form Lessons,” gave encouragement and fresh ground 
for assurance to that large company of Sunday-school 
workers who find their lesson needs blessedly ful- 
filled-in the Uniform Lessons. Coming with impas- 
sioned utterance from the heart-and experience of 
the scholarly Southern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary professor and Chairman of the International 
Lesson Committee for so many years, such words as 
these and many others made a profound impression. 


“More than twenty millions of people ‘in all the 
lands of the earth were united every week in the 
study of the same brief and well chosen passage 
of Scripture. It was a happy fellowship. The old 
Uniform Lessons had their limitations, and these 
have surely been exploited by the advocates of other 
types of lessons, but as a method of working to- 
gether in the home, in the community, in the nation, 
amd in the world Christian people have never devised 
anything better. 

“If those who select lessons for the future will 
only do their best to improve the Uniform Lessons 
alopg with every type of the Graded Lessons for 
which there is any considerable demand, we shall 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES . 


have peace in the Sunday-school world and substan- 
tial advance along all lines. The principle of lib- 
erty is the only one on which we can hope to remain 
united in Sunday-school lesson construction. The 
moment any course of lessons desired by a large 
body of Sunday-school officers and teachers is. ham- 
strung by the advocates of some other type of les- 
in that moment trouble is born. 

“The founders and promoters of the Uniform Les- 
sOn system were conservative in criticism, evangelical 
in theology, and evangelistic in practise.. For fifty 
years these noble leaders and the men whom they 
chose as helpers have directed the Sunday-school 
forces of the American continent. They have been 
true to Christ and the Gospel, and God has won- 
derfully blessed their labors. May the leadership 
of the next half century be equally loyal to Christ, 
and may the new leaders be even more successful 
in teaching the Word of God to all the people!” 

“But did Bryan speak?” some one rises to inquire. 
Yes, Bryan spoke; and although it is possible that 
some who were out of sympathy with his views re- 
mained away, in company with one psychologist who 
said he did not wish to listen to “Bryan’s buffoonery,” 
as he graciously called it, yet the audience simply 
overflowed the vast hall, more abundantly than any 
up to that last hour of the Convention, and there 
were many standing in the few available places in the 
far distant crowded galleries. 

The crowd had been singing hymns for an hour 
before the first speaker, Bishop Hughes, of the Bos- 
ton District of the Methodist Episcopal Church, was 
introduced, — singing in antiphonal competition from 
floor to galleries, back and forth, until as a news- 
paperman said delightedly to a colleague, “Why, it’s 
just like a Billy Sunday meeting, isn’t it!” And it 
was, in the joy of the crowd in the evangelistic hymns 
that epreng up almost anywhere in the hall, and then 
were caught up by all,—one big voice over in the 
Kansas section lifting the crowd from one hymn 
to another. “That chap is enjoying -it, ain’t he!” 
quoth the newspaperman again, and ‘scribbled on his 
copy sheets. 

Bishop Hughes only added to the fervor of the 
crowd by his appeals fof a return of the old evan- 
gelism. And in that hour did some remember that 
where this new hall stands was the hall in which 
D. L. Moody made his last address? 

When Bryan spoke, there was anything but “buf- 
foonery.” No, his adress was unhurried, dignified 
in content and manner, and touched with keenly ap- 
preciated flashes of wit aimed at himself, or at others, 
and aglow with the spiritual vigor and fire of one 


who, unafraid, would declare the truth as it is in < 


God’s inerrantly inspired Word. “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind,” was the verse from 
which he drew his text—the single word “All.” 
Some of the things he said are to be given in the 
next issue of this paper. The picture of that great 
and closely attentive throng following every word is 
reassuring to those who have any doubt about the 
heart of faith that is in the Sunday-school to-day. 

And as the crowd departed after this last session, 
and scattered to their homes throughout the conti- 
nent — what was, what would be, their hearts’ de- 
sire for the days to come? Shall we not take the 
closing words of’ Dr. Sampey’s address as ours in 
joyous faith,— 

“May the Spirit of all grace and wisdom guide 
the Sunday-school forces of America to wise de- 
cision of all the burning questions that confront us. 
May he kindle revival fires in all our hearts, and send 
us forth from this Convention resolved to win to 
personal faith in our Redeemer every boy and girl 
in this great Republic and in the Dominion of Can- 
ada, whether white or black or red or yellow, 
whether foreign or home born, whether in ~ or 
village or open country, whether literate or illiter- 
ate, whether living in a Christian home or among 
godless associates. It is our high privilege and our 
solemn duty to carry the good news of God’s love in 
Christ Jesus to all everywhere.” - 





The Convention Officers 


President, Dr. William O. Thompson, of Ohio. 
Vice-President, Mr. William Hamilton, of Canada. 
Treasurer, Mr. J. L. Kraft, Illinois. 

Recording Secretary, Herbert L. Hill, New York. 

Consulting General Secretary, Marion Lawrance. 

Gensel Soontary of the new organization, Dr. Hugh 
S. Magill. 

Some of the officers of the Kansas City Committee of 
One Hundred : Dr. Fletcher Homan, Chairman; Myron 
C. Settle, Secretary; Wiley J. Smith, Ushers; R. D. 
Slaymake:, Buiidings; L. W. Shouse, Decorations; C. 
F. jane Exhibits; W. Frank Gentry, Entertainment ; 
R. Y. Prigmore, Information and Reception ; E. E. Elliott, 
Publicity and Transportation ; Col. Ruby Garrett, Music ; 
Miss Vesta Towner, P t; H. F. Branstetter, Regis- 
tration; Mrs. Frank We Keene, Children’s Division ; 
Walter C. Moore, Young People’s Division; E. L. 
Bower, Adult Division es S. D. Harkness, Pulpit 
Supply; Rev. G. E. Hanis, First Aid. 

















JULY 15, 1922 


An Opening Worship Service 
By Hugh Cork, Ways of Working Editor . 


THE superintendent takes his place at the desk 
with his pastor beside him, and the officers and 
teachers are at their posts. The superintendent raises 
his hand and remains perfectly quiet until order is 
secured. After which there is 

A moment of silent prayer. 

Superintendent: As we worship to-day our thoughts 
are to dwell upon some of ’s answers to men’s 
objections. As I repeat these objections will the 
persons or classes I call upon read for us what God 
says in answer? One may say I feel I am good 
enough. 

_ Miss Smith’s Class: Ecclesiastes 7: 20. 

Superintendent: “No, I'll not decide to-day.” 

Mr. Jones’ Class: 2 Corinthians 6: 2. 

Hymn: “I Gave My Life for Thee.” 

“I gave my life for thee, 
My precious blood I shed, 

That thou might’st ransomed be, ~- 
And quickened from the dead. 

I gave, I gave My life for thee, 

What hast thou given for Me?” 
Superintendent: “I am broad in my views.” 
Men’s Class: Matthew 7: 13, 14. - 

Superintendent: “My friends will laugh at me.” 

Women’s Class: Mark 8: 38. 

Supernanny “Why should I take a public 
stand?” i 

Pastor: Matthew 10: 32. 

Superintendent: “I do not want to displease my 
parents, who oppose my becoming a Christian.” 

Mr. Williams’ Class: Matthew 10: 37. 

Superintendent: “But I would lose in many ways if 
I displeased them.” 

Mrs. Thomas’ Class: Luke 18:29, 30. 

Superintendent: “I am afraid I will not walk in 
the right road.” 

Assistant Superintendent: Psalm 32:8. 

Hymn: “He Leadeth Me.” 

“He leadeth me! Oh, blessed thought! 

Oh, words with heavenly comfort fraught! 

Whate’er I do, where’er I be, 

Still ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me.” 
Superintendent: “I am tempted more than others.” 
A Girls’ Class: 1 Corinthians 10: 13. 
Superintendent: “TI can’t give up this world’s pleas- 

ures.” 

A Boys’ Class: 1 John 2: 15, 16. 

Superintendent: “I am afraid-I can’t hold out.” 

A Women’s Class: Isaiah 41: 10. 

Superintendent: “I once confessed Christ, but am 
now a backslider.” 

Pastor: Revelation 2: 5. 

Superintendent: “There are many things I can’t 
understand.” 

A Women’s Class: 1 Corinthians 2: 14. 

Hymn: “Open my eyes that I may see.” 

“Open my eyes that. I may see 

Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 

Place in my hands the wonderful key 

That shall unclasp, and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see 

Open my eyes, illumine me, 

Spirit Divine!” 

Superintendent: “It is hard for me to forgive.” 

A Men’s Class: Matthew 6: 14. 

Superintendent: “I don’t want to seem odd to my 
friends.” 

A Girls’ Class: Romans 12: 2. 

', Superintendent: “I have committed such awful 
sins.” 

Assistant Superintendent: Isaiah 1: 18. 

Superintendent: “What must I do to be saved?” 

Women’s Class: Acts 2: 38. 

Pastor: John 5: 24. 

Hymn: “I Know Whom I Have Believed.” 

“T know not why God’s wondrous grace 
To me he hath made known, 

Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love 
Redeemed me for his own. 

But I know whom I have bé€lieved, 

And am persuaded that He is able 

To. keep that which I’ve committed 

Unto him against that day.” 

Prayer by Pastor. 

Announcements. 

Lesson Reading and Lesson Study. 


Po make the above effective the superintendent 
should outline it carefully in Is service book, put- 
ting in the names of the individuals and classes who 
are to take part, and be sure he gives each the proper 
reference before the school opens. Also give the 
chorister and pianist the: numbers of the-hymns and 
keep the program on the move but in the Spirit. 















Lesson for July 3 
Jeremiah 29 : 10-14; Ezra 1 : 1-12 






The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class : 
N “LORNA DOONE,” Blackmore has an effective 
chapter on “the mighty return of the young John 
Ridd” to his home in the Exmoor hills after an 
enforced absence in London. __ : 
“How shall I tell Yate the things I felt,” John is 
saying, “and the swéding of my heart within me, as 
I drew nearer to the place of all I loved, to the 
haunt of every warm remembrance, the nest of all 
the fledgling hopes —in a word to home? The first 
sheep I beheld on the moor with a great red J. R. 
on his side, —I do assure you my spirit leaped, and 
all my sight came to my eyes. shouted out, ‘Jem, 
boy !’— for that was his name, and a rare hand he 
was at fighting; and I leaned over and stroked his 
head, and swore he should never be mutton... . 
“Mother .. . only managed to hold me tight, and 
cry, and thank God now and then; but with some 
fear of His taking me, if she would be too grateful.” 
Tell of this, or some other home-coming, perhaps 
your. own, perhaps members of the class will wish 
to help out with theirs, such as after the fitst year 
at school (Mr. Howard; Mrs. Askew, 1). Lead on 
to the joy of the long-banished Jews as they were 
allowed to return to their Land. And then ask why 
a modern Zionist Convention of Jews, homesick with 
more than 1,900 years .of dispersion, goes into a 
frenzy of.ecstasy over every mention of the Balfour 
Declaration (Mr. Teas, 1, 2). 


Our Background Material 


Cyrus was the founder of the Persian Empire. 
Fausset and other. Bible students believe he was the 
son of Cambyses, a noble Persian, and Mandane, 
daughter of Astyages, last king of Media. 

Comparing the old historians and commentators 
with modern archeological and historical research, 
the Companion. Bible believes Cyrus to have been the 
son of Ahasuerus (Astyages) and Esther, and that 
Esther had come to the kingdom not only to save 
her own people from extinction, but to be the mother 
of “the Anointed of Jehovah” (Isa. 44:28 to 45:4). 

The historian Xenophon commends Cyrus’ hu- 
manity; and he had a “Zoroastrian abhorrence of 
idolatry” which would incline him to take interest 
in the Jews and their worship of Jehovah. Fausset 
declares that the restoration of the Jews to their land 
is an act unparalleled in_history (Dr. Thomas, III, 
2; Round-Table, 1). Cyrus was practical in his 
methods (Round-Table, 3). en 

Useful helps are “Analytical Outlines of the Old 
Testament,” by Haig. ($1.25) and “Pocket Chart of 
Jewish National History,” by Byington (25 cts.). 
They may be had from The ey School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to hes- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain gucagrepne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. x 

Daniel always came to the front in the crisis times 
of the Seventy Years’ Captivity (Mr. Teas, 3, 4). 
His wonderful ministry spanned the whole of it. 
Jews make able statesmen. Victoria leaned heavily 
upon Disraeli. Former President Wilson was wise 
in putting Brandeis on the Supreme Court. Germany 
has just lost the ablest man in the Wirth Cabinet in 
the assassination: of Foreign Minister Rathenau. 
But the secret of Daniel’s success fay in unfailing 
trust in and acknowledgment of God. 

Cyrus sends for him as he comes to the kingdom 
of Medo-Persia. Perhaps the new ruler inclined 
to boast of his own achievements of conquering 
mighty Croesus and adding Lydia to Persia; of cap- 
turing impregnable Babylon. But the white-haired 
seer interrupts him: 

“Jehovah, the God of Israel, the only true God, 
did these things, using you for his instrument. He 
called you by name 200 years before you were born.” 

And ‘clapping his hands he sends a page to his 
private office to fetch out of his chest the roll of 
the prophet Isaiah, and reads the wonderful pas- 
sages from 44:28 to 45:1-13. Let one of the class 
read. it. And’ Cyrus, if he had never heard the 
prophecy before, might the more easily believe it 
because of his mother’s teaching, if she were Esther. 

History states that Cyrus. worshiped the ancient 
god Ormuzd, but, at any rate, he acknowledges Je- 
hovah to be the God in verse 3 (Mr. Ridgway, 1). 
He evidently had no trouble in believing the prophecy. 

The return from the captivity was in three sec- 
tions at three different times: In 535 B. C. a com- 
pany under Zerubbabel, laying the temple founda- 
tions; in 458 B. C., a company under Ezra, who re- 
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Jeremiah 29: 10-14; Ezra 1: 1-11 


Golden Text.—We know that to them that love God all things work together for good.—Romans 8 : 28 


LESSON’S5. JULY 30. THE FIRST RETURN FROM EXILE | 











Devotional : Psalm 8s : 1-9. 
Reference Ma : Psalms 8s; 86; 122 to 124; 130; 132; Jer. 29. 
Primary Topic : God's Return Home. 
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The portion of .the text indicated by the Internationa] 
Lesson Br for printing in the lesson helps is 
Jer. 29:10; Ezra 1: 1-8, a1. 

Jeremiah 29:10 For thus saith Jehovah, After seventy 
years are accomplished for Babylon, I will visit you, and 
perform my good word toward you, in causing you to re- 

turn to this place. 


Ezra 1:1 Now in the first year of ' Cyrus king of Persia, 
that the word of Jehovah by the mouth of Jeremiah might 
be accomplished, Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout 
all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, 2 Thus 
saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth 
hath Jehovah, the God of heaven, given me; and he hath 
charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah. 3 Whosoever there is among you of his people, 
his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah, and build the house of Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, 2 (he is God,) which is in Jerusalem. 4 And 
whosoever is left, in any place where he sojourneth, let the 
men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and 
with goods, and with beasts, besides the freewill offering 
for the house of God which is in Jerusalem. 

5S Then rose up the heads of fathers’ houses of Judah and 
Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, even all whose 
spirit God had stirred to go up to build the house of Je- 
hovah which is in Jerusalem. 6 And all they that were 
round about them strengthened their hands with vessels of 
silver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with 
precious things, besides all that was willingly offered. 7 
Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house 
of Jehovah, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out 
of Jerusalem, and had put in the house of his gods; 8 even 
those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the hand of 
Mithredath the treasurer, and numbered them unto Shesh- 
bazzar, the prince of Judah. 

11 All the vessels of gold and ‘of silver were five thou- 
sand and four hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar bring 
up, when they of the captivity were brought up from Baby- 
lon unto Jerusalem. 

1 Heb. Coresh. * Or, he is the God who is in Jerusalem, 
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stores the law and ritual, and in 445 B. C., a com- 
pany under Nehemiah, repairing the walls of Jeru- 
salem, and re-establishing the civil authority. (Use 
with this Dr. Thomas’ study in The Lesson’s Main 
Message, and the fine study of Mr. Tucker on 
page 420, “The Jews’ Exile: Then and Now.”) 

Ezra was a great editor. He was the compiler of 
the Old Testament canom. As to his character see 
Dr. Smellie, 1. A_ fine sidelight on the people who 
environed him, and their religion, is afforded in Dr. 
Ewing’s article on page 419, “The Samaritans’ ‘Law’: 
Moses, or Forgery?” 


The Truth that Is Golden 

Seventy years before the events of this lesson, God 
said by the mouth of Jeremiah: “And this whole land 
shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these 
nations shall servé the king of Babylon seventy years” 
(Jer, 25:11) ; “For thus saith Jehovah, After seventy 
years are accomplished for Babylon, I will visit you, 
and perform my good word toward you, in causing 
you to return to this place” (Jer. 29:10). 

And now that the seventy years are ended, through 
Daniel’s praying, and Cyrus’ fighting, and Zerub- 
babel’s leadership, and Ezra’s zeal, and the remnant’s 
willingness, God’s spoken word is coming true. The 
golden truth of this lesson is the unchangeability of 
the written word of God (Dr. Ellis, Dr. Thomas, III, 
1; Round-Table, 2; Dr. Smellie, 2, 3; Mrs. Askew’s 
first two points). The final restoration is just as sure. 


Teaching Points 

The Hebrew of Cyrus is “Koresh,” from the Per- 
sian “Khor,” the sun. “Cyrus ..% my shepherd... 
saith Jehovah to his anointed” (Isa. 44:28 to 45:1) 
is a type of Christ, the Messiah, the true king, the 
“sun of righteousness” (Malachi 4:2), and Redeemer 
of his people from the mystical Babylon (Rev: 17, 18, 
and compare 19). 

“Jesus came at last, like Ezra, when his people 
needed him most. We need Thee now, Lord Jesus. 
Come quickly.”—Dr. J. W. Weddell, in “Your Study 
Bible” (The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, $1.25). 

Have you ever heard a prospering Jew say: “Amer- 
ica is my Zion”? It may be that he should not go 
to Palestine, but he should not forget God’s plan for 
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final restoration. “The mass of the Jewish nation 
in Ezra’s time, and most of the princes, remained by 
preference in Babylonia and Assyria, where they were 
prospering.” 

The Return is an upstanding illustration from his- 
tory of Romans 8:28 (Dr. Thomas, in The Heart of 
the Lesson; Round-Table, 4, 5). God was sharing 
all the afflictions of his people (Family Worship for 
Wednesday; the Jetts). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
Was Cyrus saved? (Compare Dr. Smellie, 4.) 
In what ways is Cyrus a type of Christ? 
How did Cyrus know that God had chosen him? 


Did the Ten Tribes of the Northern Kingdom re 
turn from their captivity? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles. Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Prof of Education at Juniata College 








_ THe Principe or CoNCENTRATION.—Organ- 
ize the lesson arownd one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 











te Golden Text of our lesson expresses a great 
and impressive truth, verified not only in the 
experience of Israel’s returning exiles but in the ex- 
perience of God’s people through all the ages. But 
it would seem that perhaps an even more important 
truth which underlies this one and which is outstand- 
ing in the lesson, and which ought to be heartening 
to all those who believe the Lord, is the one in the 
first verse of Ezra: “That the word of Jehovah 
might be accomplished.” Let the lesson in all its 
detail revolve around .the faithfulness of God in the 
keeping of his word. Long years may intervene, 
unborn heathen kings may need to come to power 
and to accord with the long foreseen purposes of 
God, material aid from unexpected sources may need 
to be provided, and’ undreamed of difficulties over- 
come, but when the hour strikes God’s great promise 
is fulfilled and his Word is unbroken. Surely, too, 
it was “the word of Jehovah” that came “by the 
mouth of Jeremiah” when it had such marvelous 
fulfilment, “after seventy years.” Let the lesson 
focus upon this, and let other instances focus upon 
this, and let other Scriptures focus upon this, until 
our pupils not only learn “How God kept a great 
promise,” but that it is impossible for God to do 
aught else than keep any promise that he has ever 
made, be it small or great, and that as there has not 
failed, so there will not fail “one- word of all his 
good promise” (1 Kings 8:56). And we shall do 
well to remind our pupils not seldom that there are 
words of this same God not yet fulfilled, some of 
them relating to another return of this same people 
to this same city, and some of them relating to our 
relation to another King to whom “all the kingdoms 
of the earth” are to be given. And these words can- 
not fail, 
Huntinopon, Pa. 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


Y*YRUS had the “stirred spirit.” May it be ours! 
(Ezra 1:1.) Pray, pray, pray that God will 
stir your heart, and the hearts of all your family, 
friends,,Sunday-school, and church, to a genuine and 
abiding zeal for missions. Get the stirred spirit your- 
self, as Timothy did (2 Tim. 1:6) and stir up the 
spirit of your friends, as Peter did, by writing to 
them and reminding them on every possible occasion 
of the love of Calvary and the light of Olivet (2 
Peter 1:13; 3:1). And then cry unto God that he 
will stir you more and more. The worst thing. that 
can happen in any group of Christians is described 
in Isaiah 64:7. And the best thing that can happen 
is found in Acts 17:16. “His spirit was stirred in 
him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.” 
If you could see the millions to-day pouring out their 
hearts to idols, would you care? And they are per- 
ishing continually, without a ray of hope, at the rate 
of nearly five hundred thousand a week in India and 
China alone. Will you get “the missionary stir” in 


~ your spirit, or will you hinder the Lord when he seeks 


to stir your heart with the needs of the dying 
heathen whom he loves so dearly? 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


" By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. *y 





l. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The Captivity. (1) There were three stages: in 
the «eigns of Jehoiakim (when Daniel was taken) ; 
Jehoiachin (probably Ezekiel was included); Zede- 
kiah (the final). (2) The life in Babylon was free 
socially, involving opportunities of prosperity and 
wealth (Jer. 29: 4-7; Ezra 2:65). The Jews were 
also free politically, under the rule of Babylon with 
their own elders (Ezra 8:1). - They were also in 
the main true religiously. The false prophets (Jer. 
29:8) were soon silenced. Probably Ezekiel’s influ- 
ence was weighty. (3) The rulers from Nebuchad- 
nezzar to Cyrus were Nebuchadnezzar’s son (mur- 
dered), three usurpers, and then Cyrus. The last 
named is one of the greatest in antiquity. He was 
from Elam, east of Babylon, then he joined with 
Média and captured Lydia before he took Babylon. 

The Return, From the first year of Cyrus (538 
B. C.) there were eight kings to the time of Nehe- 
miah, and the Bible record falls into four groups. 


1. Ezra 1:1 to 6:5. Twenty-two years, from the 


at oeer of Cyrus to the sixth of Darius (538-516, 


The return under Zerubbabel and Jeshua 
and the rebuilding of the Temple. 


2. Ezra 7:8. Fifty-eight years, from the sixth of 
Darius Fayntnanee to the seventh of Artaxerxes (516- 
58 B. C.). No record of Palestine. Events of 
sther. 

3. Nehemiah 1. Twenty-five years, from the sev- 
enth of Artaxerxes I to the thirty-second of Arta- 
ene II (458-433 B: C.). Work of Ezra and Ne- 


hemiah, 
4. Nehemiah 13:6. Second work of Nehemiah. 
Thirty-second year of Artaxerxes and on (433 B. C.—). 
N. B.—Ezra and Nehemiah should be read in the 
light of these periods. 


The Biblical material can be placed thus: 

1. First group. Ezra 1-6, Haggai, Zechariah, first 
chapters. of Chronicles, most of Psalms 90 to 150, 
Isaiah 44: 24 to 45:8, and Daniel. 

2. Second group. Esther. 

3. Third group.’ Nehemiah and Ezra 7 to 10. 

4. Fourth group. Parts of Nehemiah, 1 Chronicles, 
and Malachi. 

The Outlook, The nations around were awaken- 
ing, especially Persia, Rome, and Greece. The Jewish 
people had. become free of idolatry, cured by Baby- 
lon. They were full of devotion to the Sanctuary, 
they had a growing reverence for the Scriptures, com- 
mon feelings and needs drew them together in sym- 
pathy, and Babylon had provided them with a good 
deal of culture. Political hopes had been abandoned 
for religious enthusiasm. Life was a stern reality 
to them, God was real, and fostered by the promise 
(Jer. 29:10), they .were ready to return. 

The Release Authorised (Ezra 1:1-4). The pre- 
dictions (Jer. 25:11, 12; 29:10-14) had done their 
work, and Cyrus, who had probably seen Isaiah 44: 
28.and 45:4, issued a proclamation. He was an op- 
portunist and tolerant of various religions. Then 
came preparations (v. 4), and co-operation was urged 
from those who had survived the captivity and were 
not returning. 

The Release Accepted (vs. 5,6). A start was soon 
made. The project was accepted and the prospect 
fired them (v, 5). But many stayed behind, perhaps 
owing to family and commercial ties. Those born in 
Babylon would not have the same feelings as the 
rag gpg Sympathy was shown and assistance given 
(v. ° 

_The Release Assured (vs. 7-11). Cyrus showed 
his sincerity and liberality by releasing the sacred ves- 
sels, and these were doubtless received with joy. and 
satisfaction. Sheshbazzar is pretty certainly another 
name for Zerubbabel. ' 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 85:1-9. (1) Thank- 
ful remembrance, verses. 1-3; (2) needed revival, 
verses 4-7; (3) definite resolution, verses 8, 9; (4) 
blessed result, verse 9. 

Books.—Pulpit Commentary on Ezra (Funk and 
Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold only 
in sets); Davis’ Bible Dictionary for names of per- 
sons and places (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
$4); “Israel’s Failure and God's Faithfulness,” by 
the present writer (The Sunday School Times Co., 
50 cts. a dozen, 5 cts. each, or $4 a hundred) ; “Rea- 
sonable Biblical Criticism,” by Willis J. Beecher 
(The Sunday School Times ce. Philadelphia, $2). 
Il. Reference Material 

Psalms 85; 86;-122 to 124; 130; 131; Jeremiah 29. 

These portions illustrate the joy of the exiles and 
captives. 

1. Psalm 85. Recollection of the past — Prayer for 
grace. 

2. Psalm 86. Repentance — Determination. 
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3. Psalm 122. Love for Jerusalem. 

4- Psalm 123. Earnestness for God. 

5. Psalm 124. Thankfulness for deliverance. 

6. Psalm 130. Forgiveness and hope. 

7. Psalm 131. Humility and hope. 

8. Jeremiah 29. Message to the captives of the 
first deportation (Jehoiakim). (1) Trust, verses 1- 
9; (2) hope, verses 10-14; (3) watchfulness,- verses 
15-19; (4) warning, verses 20-32. _ 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: How God Kept a 
Great Promise. In Jeremiah 29:10 is the definite 
promise and this sustained them all that long time. 
Then in Psalm 126 we can see something of what 
they felt when the promise was fulfilled. The de- 
liverance from Babylon seemed incredible (v. 1); 
was very joyous (v. 2); evidently impressed the 
heathen (v. 2); led to thankful testimony (v. 3) ; 
prompted to earnest prayer (v. 4); elicited great 
confidence (vs. 5, 6). (1) ° 

2. Young People and Adults: Striking Manifesta- 
tions of God’s Providence, “Providence” comes from 
“pro-videre,” to foresee. God first foresees and 
then, in our sense, “provides.” See Genesis 22:8; 
“Jehovah will see,” and “will provide.” (1) God’s 
providence exemplified. In the Jews. Their disas- 
ters had been overruled for blessing. Some remained 
in Palestine and were prepared there.- The others 
were prepared in Babylon (see above, under I). 
God’s providence was also seen in Cyrus, whose com- 


ing was foretold and whose circumstances led up to 


his release of the Jews. He little knew all this, and 
yet God was behind it (Isa. 45: i-4; Prov. 21:1), 
(2) God’s providence explained. Note the action of 
God on Cyrus, “stirred” (v. 1), and on the people 
(v. 5). The tw’ ways were the word of God (Jer. 
29:10) and the man of God (Daniel). See Daniel 9. 
And so, though everything seemed perfectly natural, 
everything was. really Divine. (2) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The Golden Text is a striking testimony to God’s 
providence and illustrates the Return. 

1. Movement — “all things work.” Nothing is in- 
active. God uses all. 

2. Harmony — “together.” However much things 
may seem contrary, they are all fulfilling God’s plans. 

3. Blessing —“for good.” This is always God’s 
aim and purpose (Gen. 50: 20). 

. Limitation — “to those who love God.” The self- 
willed man cannot count on God’s providence. We 
must be in the line of God’s will. 


V. Leading Questions 

Name the most important effects of the captivity 
on the Jews. 

What definite influences were at work on them in 
Babylon? 

Why was Cyrus willing to let the people go? 

What were the main reasons which prompted the 
Jews to return? 

Why did any of the Jews remain in Babylon? 

Give other Bible illustrations of the providence of 
God. 

PHILADELPBIA. 
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No Word from Thee Can 
i Fruitless Fall 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


T IS good to be in the company of Ezra, the priest 

and the scribe. Sometimes priests and scribes 

were hard men, rigorous in temper, censorious and 
fault-finding. But Ezra’s character was as attractive 
as it was righteous, with the ruddy glow of the ruby 
in it as well as the white light of the diamond. Wher- 
ever we mect him, in public or in private, he is the 
same — devout, unselfish; burning with affection for 
his country, stea{ast in love AS his God. It is 
our liberal education to walk and talk with him. (1) 


We think, to begin with, of the unfaltering promise. 

The word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah 
waited for its performance. It spoke of.seventy years, 
during. which. the chosen people should be~ servants 
in Babylon. And now the seventy years were over. 
The predetermined hour of deliverance had struck. 
The vassals had permission to pass out freemen from 
their house of bondage. One thinks of different 
reasons why the pledge of God was certain to be 
honored. here were those past prophecies of his, 
so explicit in.their terms and so rich in their com- 
fort, which his faithfulness and truth must carry out 
to the letter. There was the present necessity for 
the maintenance of genuine religion in the world, a ne- 
cessity which required that the holy seed should once 
again have a dwelling of its own. where the: knowl- 
po of God might thrive and his ‘kingdom could 
grow. And there was-the preparation of an earthly 
sphere for the great redemption of the future, when 
in the fulness of time the incarnate Lord should re- 
veal himself, and Bethlehem and Nazareth, Calvary 
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and Olivet, should be linked unbreakably with~ the 
name of Jesus the Christ. (2) 

But, “how many soever the promises of God may 
be” —and nobody has been able to’count them, though 
some have made the attempt — each of them is “Yea,” 
sure and stable and unshakeable. “When George says 
‘Verily,’ there’s no altering him,” people said of 
George Fox in the England of the seventeenth cen- 
Ht and God’s “Verily” is more unalterable still. 


We think, next, of’ the royal decree. 


Cyrus, king of Medo-Persia, had captured Babylon ~ 


from Belshazzar; and no sooner was he firmly seated 
on its throne, than Jehovah stirred up his spirit to 
gee the emancipation of the captive Hebrews. 

e heard a divine Voice which he dared not dis- 
obey. He was “girded,” to use Isaiah’s expressive 
verb, by a_ divine Hand for tasks he could not refuse. 
In what precise mode the intimation of God’s pur- 
poses reached him we are not informed: probably 
through direct influences from heaven moving mys- 
teriously within his secret soul; but probably, also, 
arouse human agency, and notably through the coun- 
sel of Daniel, the Lord’s veteran prophet who was 
Babylon’s greatest ‘citizen. Let the Pg go to Jeru- 
salem, Cyrus ordained, and rebuild. there Jehovah's 
dismantled house. Let each banished man under- 
stand that he was:‘at perfect liberty to depart; one 
loves the whosoever of the Persian king, as one 
loves the large and gracious word wherever it oc- 
curs in Old Testament or New. 

The wonder of it is increased, if we accept the 
verdict of archeology and history that Cyrus himself 
continyed to worship his ancestral and “national gods, 
and cannot ney be claimed as a convert in the 
fullest sense of the faith of Israel. It is a reminder 
to us that God fulfils himself in many ways. It is 
a hint of how he speaks to some outside the favored 
pale of the Christian fold, and how they answer his 
calls and obey his commands, perhaps putting’ us to 
shame who know him so much better. Let us be 
thankful for all who, in every nation, fear him and 
seek to do his: will; but let us pray and labor to 
lead them from their twilight to his noonday, and 
from the. threshold of his home to its warm hearth- 
fire and its innermost shrine. (4) 


We think, lastly, of the pilgrim caravan. 

If the Lord stirred up the ‘spirit of Cyrus, he re- 
quired, also, to raise the spirit of the exiles. It needed 
a special heavenly impulse to overcome their drowsy 
inertness. They enjoyed civil rights in the foreign 
capital. Many of them had risen to wealth. Some 
occupiéd places of high “trust. ‘They clung to their 
beliefs and worship, as far. as they might in the 
strange land. “They were disposed to settle down in 
ignoble contentment, and to stay where they were. 
But God did not let them rest. The chief of the 
fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and 
the Levites,—these at least. He urged to be up and 
going. And when they and their prince, Sheshbazzar 
or Zerubbabel, were ready to start, Cyrus gave them 
the holy vessels of Jehovah’s temple out of the pagan 
sanctuary of Merodachy and, carrying so sacred a 
treasure, they set forth on their march. 

“In my heart was a little compass-box where ah 
arrow always pointed steadily to Jerusalem,” Mr. 
Stephen Graham says in that curious mystical ac- 
cent of his. The compass-box and the arrow should 
always be: found, certainly, in the Christian heart. 
The things of the spirit and of eternity should draw 
us, as all the surface glitter and material glory of 
Babylon cannot. But at times we are tempted to 
forget the box and the arrow, the true riches and 
the. Lord’s afflicted cause and the Holy City. The 
world, “a sight which day and night fills an eye’s 
span,” is too much with us; and Jersualem seems 
far away. Then may God rouse wus as he roused the 
Hebrew captives, setting our affection once more on the 
right things, and enrolling us in the pilgrim caravan. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Your Kingdom.—Al] the kingdoms of the earth 
hath Jehovah, the God of heaven, given me (Ezra 
1:2). And good luck to his “Royal Highness” when 
he discovers and acknowledges the fact that his “king- 
dom,” wide as it may be, was given him by the Lord 
God of heaven. Some folks who have come into splen- 
did kingdoms somehow or other get the idea they 
won the kingdom entirely by their own. smartness. 
Smartness! Yes, but, bless your heart, Mr. King, just 
one little snap of one little blood vessel in that smart 
head of yours, and where are you? “The king shall 
joy in thy strength, O Lord. . . . Thou hast given 
him his heart's desire, . . . for thou preventest_him 
with the blessings of goodness” (Psa. 21: 1-4). Since 
we are studying in Ezra do not fail to get the Apoc- 
rypha and read the book of Judith. It is the delight- 
ful story of how one of the most charming of He- 
brew women used the “kingdom” which she possessed 
to save her people from the Assyrians. Their an- 
cient enemies were sweeping over the land like Huns 
under Holofernes. The story is a companion piece 
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Lesson for July 30 
Jeremiah 29 : 10-14; Ezra 1 : 1-11 


to Esther, but much more thrilling. Ju- 
dith was.a 
ingly beautiful when she had on what 
Uncle Billy Watson calls “her glad 
clothes.” autiful and fascinating as 
she was, and after her wonderful ex- 
loit for her people courted and desired 
oo the noblest, she remained true to her 
first love and refused to remarry. God 
gave to her loveliness and grace. She 

ve these ornaments to service for him. 

od has given you your peg. 
whether beauty or brains or both. hat 
will you do with it? (1) 


The “Belongs.” —All whose spirit God 
had stirred (v. 5). I have always liked 
the way the old Book has of putting 
things. “Whose spirit God had stir- 
red.” There are a whole lot of young 
fellows and fellowesses around town 
who do not seem to amount to much. 
They are not bad and have little about 
them open to criticism. They just seem 
to float around and get nowhere. You 
never see them reading a worth-while 
book or taking part in a serious discus- 
sion, or hooked up with the best things. 
They read love stories in the magazines 
or in the movies, they chatter over the 
daily nothings, and give civic movements 
and the church activities absent treat- 
ment. I could go‘on for the whole page 
describing this well-known harmless and 
inoffensive -domestic animal. But the 
old Book describes it for you to-day. 
“These are they whose spirit God hath 
not. stirred.” There are some folks who 
think if a church is not having a con- 
tinuous protracted meeting it is a fail- 
ure. But there is a great work to do 
in getting the spirit stirred in those just 
described. I know exactly what I am 
talking about, for I was myself for 
years one of these “Dead Ones.” Yes, 
I belonged to church. But ‘I wads just 
like many more in the church. I just 
“belonged.” I did go to prayer-meet- 
ing once. The parson called upon me 
to pray. I didn’t go back for weeks. 
Then one happy and eventful and glo- 
rious day my “spirit” was “stirred.” 
Then I went to “Ezra” and said, “Look 
here, old man, you can count on me. 
I’m with you, Parson, to the” limit?’ 
And here I am ever since. And for 
some fifteen years in this Corner try- 
ing “to- mut religious life into other 
“Dead Ones” (Ezek. 37: 1-10, 14). 


Money. — Strengthened their hands 
with vessels of silver, with gold, with 
goods (v. 6). Here is another of those 
charming Bible expressions, “Strength- 
ened their hands with silver and gold.” 
You would have said, short as pie-crust, 
“Gave ’em money.” That is the differ- 
ence between literature and vernacular. 
The old Book is all literature, and when 
you read it aright it cultivates you. 
Every once in a while some fellow 
takes a slam at wealth. Just as though 
money is not a mighty good thing to 
have. We must remember that money, 
like fire, is a good servant but a bad mas- 
ter. Certain folks across the sea got 
obsessed with the idea that Americans 
were a lot of. “softies” caring for noth- 
ing but the Almighty Dollar... There 
came a rude awakening when these same 
Americans poured out their millions for 
the Red Cross and the Y. M. C. A. to 
help the nations of Europe. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advarce 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mer not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial; and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be-sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invitéd to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short illustrations, of from 75 to 158 words, 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


“When Men Lay Down the Pen.’’— 
Now in the first year of Cyrus king of 
Persia, ... Jehovah stirred up the spirit 
of Cyrus king of Persia, . . . he hath 
charged me to build him a house at Jeru- 
Nearly half a 





(Ezra 1:1, 2). 


salem 


oung widow, most ravish-. 
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centu ago, in October, a great city in 


the West was burning. Day after day 
the flames licked up stores and factories, 
churches and homes, until two hundred 
thousand people were shelterless. An old 
man, a Quaker, seemed not at all per- 
turbed by the disaster. Some one said 
to him, “You don’t seem to appreciate 
the fact that this is the last chapter for 
us.” -He smiled as he replied, “God be- 
gins to write anew when men lay down 
the pen.”"—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by Mrs. W. S. Newsom, Charlotte- 
town, P, E. I., Can, (1) . 


“Could You Come a Teeny Way ?”— 
His God be with him (v. 3). A little vil- 
lage lad-once had to make a long jour- 
ney to a distant town. When he was 
ready to start, he paused, and hesitated 
at the doorway. “Mother,” he said in 
a trembling voice, “it’s so far, and it is 
a strange road. I—I’m not  ’zactly 
afraid; but could you come a teeny way 
with me?” The mother caught the anxiety 
in the childish appeal, and, taking his 
little hand in hers, said, “My son, mother 
will go all the way with you.” And so, 
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things work together for good (Golden 
Text), few years ago, in Newark, 
a large building was under coristruction. 
While they were building they had 
erected a high hoarding around the lower 
story. Then along came the bill poster 
and covered this hoarding with the fan- 
tastic posters that catch the eyes of 
children. One day our little girl came 
home from school and said, “Oh, papa, 
they are tearing down the building up 
here.” I said, “I guess not.” “Oh, yes, 
they are.” I took her by the hand and 
we walked back and I saw what had 
happened. The building had been com- 
pleted, and when they wanted to reveal 
its beauty: and its adaptability for life 
and use they had torn away the hoard- 
ing. A great sorrow, a great dis- 
appointment, comes. What does it mean? 
That God is tearing down the building? 
Oh, no, God says, “My child, I am just 
tearing away the hoarding that the world 
may see the real building, your charac- 
ter, your life..—From the Record of 
Christian Work. Sent by Mary E. Wat- 
ey Hartford, Conn. Prize illustration. 


with his hand in’hers, the lad walked |: (4) 


along fearlessly. Even so with us, we 
have no need to fear the future if God 
be our guide. 
“God is Before me, He will be my guide, 
God is Behind me, no ill can betide; 
God is Beside me, to comfort and cheer, 
God is Around me, so why should I fear?” 
—From_ the Christian Herald. . Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. (2) 


“Always Wanting Money.” — They 

. . Strengthened their hands with ves- 
sels of silver, with gold, with goods (v. 
6). The Bishop of Nelson (New Zea- 
land), at a recent meeting, told of two 
men who met recently, and one asked 
the other for a subscription for his 
church. The reply was that the church 
was always wanting money. The other 
friend said, “When my lad was a boy, 
he was costly; he always wanted boots 
and shoes, stockings and clothes, and 
wore them out fast, and the older and 


stronger he grew: the more money. had, 


to be spent on, him,:but he.died, and does 
not now cost me a shilling.” “Yes,” said 
the Bishop, “a live church always wants 
money.”—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A.-Clark, Leicester, Eng, (3) 


Tearing Down the Building? — We 
know that to them that love God all 





Her Easy Chair.—We know that all 
things work together for good to them 
that love God (Golden Text, A. V.). 
A dear old saint who had seen much 
trouble, and was -in dire need, was 
asked if she ever felt like murmuring. 
She replied; “When I do, I just ask the 
Lord to pgt me in the easy chair, and 
keep me et.” The visitor, seeing no 
easy chair about, asked what she meant. 
“My easy chair,” she said, “is Romans 
8: 28: ‘All things work together for good 
to them that love God. ”—From Record 
of Christian Work. Sent by Emma C. 

isk, Boonville, N. Y. (5) 


_ From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thy word’ never faileth.. How good it is to 
rest. our case with thee! .Our hearts turn 
to thee in.the hour of otr known needs, but 
how often we do not understand our. needs, 
until thou dost lead. us through severe ex- 


-periences into a new knowledge of thy love 


and wisdom. If any of us are far from 
thee to-day, dear Lord, lead us home to thy- 
self! May none of us remain in bondage 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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“He loved us and based us from 


“If the Son therefore shall make 
you free ye shall be free indeed” 


THE PROCLAMATION OF 
OUR EMANCIPATION 
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when thou art calling us home. 
name, Amen, 

After the Lesson.—How many away- 
from-home people there are in the 
world! On trains and steamers; on the 
roads, afoot and in cars,—Yes, and some 
shut away behind prison walls. How 

ood it is to turn homeward after a 
ong journey! No one who ever saw 
them can forget the faces of the French 
women and children who had been held 
captive away from home during the 
great war, and who were returning. But 
more pathetic still are those of every 
nation who are away from God, in cap- 
ri | to sin. God would have them in 
the homeland of obedience to him. Per- 
haps some in this school are exiles from 
home, whom God is calling back. Will 
they hasten homeward to him? If they 
hear his loving call, and heed it, then 
they can sing with the Psalmist, “Je- 
hovah hath - Fd great things for us, 
whereof we are glad.” Will you heed 
his call? Let us pray. 


In thy dear 





THE Way Home 
WILL YOU TAKE IT ? 











w 
Lessons Hymns and Psalm 


“Standing on the promises.” 

“Hail to the Lord’s anointed.” 

“A mighty Fortress is our God.” 

“God gives us the flowers.” 

“God of our fathers, whose almighty hand.” 
“Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah.” 

“Our God, our help in ages past.” 

“The Lord’s my Shepherd.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 83 : 1-9 (168 : 1-3). 

Psalm 122:1-9 (257 : 1-4), 
Psalm 8&6: 1-17 (170 : 1-4). 
Psalm 130: 1-8 (262 : 1-3). 
Psalm 130 : 1-3: (266 : 1-3)., 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God’s promises 

are sure. 

Note—As next Sunday’s lesson tells 
about rebuilding the temple in Jeru- 
salem, to-day’s story should include 
something about the return journey. Two 
blocks or small boxes might indicate 
Babylon and Jerusalem. 


Introduction and Review.—We have 
talked about children who were so 
naughty and quarrelsome in their play 
that their mother sent them alone to dif- 
ferent rooms or halls to think it over. 
She told them that when they were ready 
to do right they might come back. 

It was something like that with God’s 
children. They had done wrong by mak- 
ing images and worshiping idols instead 
of the true God, who loved and cared 
for them. Then ‘God_sent messengers, 
called prophets, to warn them: Elijah, 
Elisha, Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah, The 
people would not listen nor obey, so the 
time came when God had to keep his 
promise to send them away as captives to 
different places in a strange land. God 
promised that when they were ready ‘td 
give up worshiping idols and do right 
he would let them return to their home- 
land again. 

In their new home God sent other mes- 
sengers among them like Ezekiel. and 
Daniel, to help the people to. remember 
and obey God’s laws. Daniel remem- 
bered his homeland, and nevet forgot to 
pray that God would let some of them 
return to Jerusalem. 

Lesson Story.—The next king of Persia 
was Cyrus. He was very kind to Dan- 
iel’s people. The first year that he was 
king he made a wonderful proclamation, 
or decree, in writing (read Ezra 1: 2-4). 

How happy Daniel and the faithful 
Jews must have been when King Cyrus 
gave permission for them to, go back to 
their homeland! He did more than that, 
for he commanded them to rebuild the 
temple in Jerusalem, which Nebuchad- 
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nezzar’s army had torn down. He did 
even more than that, for he ordered the 
woes who did not care to go back to 
elp the others with gifts of silver and 
gold, goods and beasi:, besides freewill 
offerings for the house of God in Jeru- 
salem. 

What a happy time it must have been, 
getting ready to start! Some of the 
chief men, the priests and Levites, and 
the people gathered their belongings and 
treasures, with the gifts which their 
friends offered, and prepared for the 
journey. Some of the F pois who were 
born in the strange land and had their 
homes there were satisfied to stay in 
Babylon, but they helped their relatives 
and friends to get ready. 

By this time Darliel was an old, old 
man, and the Bible does not tell us that 
he went back, but his prayers for his 
people were answered. 

Before the procession started on the 
long journey, ing Cyrus gave them an- 
other surprise. hose same gold and 


silver dishes which King Belshazzar had | 









Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade @ Smith 


Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





‘ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


used in his drunken feast had been 
brought from God’s temple in Jerusalem 
to Babylon when the people were made 
captives. All those dishes and many 
more which furnished God’s temple, Kin 
Cyrus ordered to be brought out an 
counted over, into the care of a trusted 
officer, who was to guard them on the 
journey, so that when the temple was 
rebuilt, all those things could be re- 
stored to their places. There were more 
than five thousand of ‘hose things. 
Wasn't it good.of King Cyrus to give 
them back? 

They even made a list of each group 
of families who went back, and how 
many people belonged to each. All to- 
gether, there were more than fifty thou- 
sand people who returned, and they took 
horses, mules, camels, and beasts of bur- 
den (Ezra 2: 64-67, i. It was quite 
a long journey, but they made it safely. 
They felt so happy that they often said, 
Jehovah hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. God had proved 
that his promise was sure. 


Peoria, ILL. 
 & 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





Prophecy Fulf tlle Le 








Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


I would show with what unfailing precision 
God carried out his promise made through 
Jeremiah the prophet. “The Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise,” says Peter 
in his second epistle, 3:9. Deposit all your 
resources in the First National Bank of 
God’s Promises. That bank will never fail. 

But this lesson gives us a great oppor- 
tunity to demonstrate one of God’s favorite 
miracles, and one of his greatest it would 
seem: the miracle he works upon an unre- 
generate heart to do his will. Isn’t it rather 


unusual to see a Persian king so zealqgs in | 


restoring Zion to God's chosen people, a 


people completely subjugated and under the 


Babylonian yoke, a people in many ways be- 


tors, — and Cyrus even surrendering precious 
treasure to make the restoration genuine! 

If you want to*play with White Magic, if 
you want to reach over into the inside lives 


- “ | 
of men, exercise the power of Intercession. 


The greatest achievements possible to Chris- 
tians are those in connection with the trans- 


formation of human lives. The transform- | 


ing power is with God; he can crack the 
heart of stone; train your prayer guns on 
any human citadel and you have good rea- 
s to expect its capitulation to Christ. This 
.£a wonderful lesson for personal aorkers. 


Greensporo, N. C. 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Keeping promises. 


2. God’s great promise to his people 
and how he kept it. Going home! 











T WAS such a pretty group of young 

girls’ faces that looked back into the 
teacher’s eyes that spring morning, and 
the natural roses in their cheeks out- 
rivaled the bright colors of their first 
spring frocks —all but one, whose hand- 
some brown eyes matched, in their self- 
consciousness, the very evidently arti- 
ficial complexion of her face. 

“Girls, you do look so dear this morn- 
ing! I wonder if I shall enjoy you as 
much one ‘year from to-day!” was the 
teacher’s impulsive greeting. 

“Why?” they. chorused back, as im- 
seitiedin “won’t you love us next year 
as much as you do now?” “Qh, yes, 
but I’m afraid I shall not love to look 
at. you as much as I do now— while 
your curls are so soft and natural and 
your faces so nice and clean,” she an- 
swered, smiling meaningly. 

The very dearest of the group was on 
her feet instantly with, “Oh, I think 
you will me, Mrs. Askew, for I am not 
ever going to paint my face! My Daddy 
has promised me a trip to Europe if I 
won’t ever paint my face till I’m twenty- 
five—and I’m going to get it! I’m go- 


>. é <ileeal 
hat promise of “Daddy’s” is guiding 
that young life in its ideals in many more 
ways than the use of cosmetics, and since 
that morning Miss “Brown Eyes” her- 
self has worn only a clean, sweet face 
to school, though not another word has 
been “preached” on the subject. That 
dear little daughter knows her “Daddy’s” 
promise is good. 

2. It was their loving Heavenly 
Father’s promise of return to their na- 
tive land that must have been the steady- 
ing hand upon the people of Judah all 
through those long seventy years of 
exile in Babylon. They had had his defi- 
nite promise, from the mouth of Jere- 
miah, that they should come back home 
at the end of seventy years, and they 
knew his word was sure—well they 
knew it! But it was not only the return 
after the long exile, for many knew 
that they would not live to make that 
joyful, difficult journey, that their eyes 
would never again look upon the be- 
loved old city of their fathers; but that 


) P ow. | promise made them feel God’s constant 
coming amalgamated with their foreign cap- | 


loving interest in them and in all their 
lives, and it held them to him through 
all the temptations of Babylon. For we 
read not one line of their yielding to 
the idolatrous life of that most tempt- 
ingly idolatrous city. 

Read God’s specific promise, in class, 
as he gave it through Jeremiah (29: 10), 
then the record of how he kept it, in 2 
Chronicles 36:11 to Ezra 1:11. (Give 
your girls all the ———e you can in 
reading the Bible aloud. To do it well 
is a rare and beautiful accomplishment.) 





When the reading is done they will 
note how God kept his word, the use 
he made of that great heathen king, 
Cyrus the Great, as well as of the leaders 
among the Jews themselves. Stop to 
think whether God may not be counting 
on you, or on some young life in your 
charge, as a channel or instrument of ful- 
filment of his Word. True, if Cyrus 
had failed God in this case, he would 
have just as surely found some other 
way, for his word is sure; but Cyrus 
would not have won his title, nor the 
blessing of God upon his life. 

Suppose “my” girl had said, “But, 
Daddy, I would rather do what all the 
other girls do than go. to Europe with 
you when I am twenty-five.” She might 
get. that trip in some other way, but she 
would surely lose “the joy of pleasing 
her loving father, and the leadership 
she hardly recognizes now among those 
“other” girls— which way wouid she 
lead? 

Every girl has thrilled over “go- 
ing away’ somewhere —just anywhere, 
almost, for it is the going that thrills; 
and some have. felt the ache of having 
to go, and having to stay, too, and they 
know best the throbbing joy of going 
home again! Put prone in the place 
of those Jews of long ago, when they 
knew they could go back: to Jerusalem; 
and then travel back with them, in im- 
agination, all those long, long miles of 
hardships and dangers, leaving behind 
forever not only the humiliation of en- 
forced captivity, but also the: ease and 
plenty of their long-established living in 
the rich city of their old enemies. (1) 


Home Study 
Read of that love in Psalms 122, 123, 
124, 125, 126, 130 this week. 
Decatur, GA. 
+ 


From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
“Hothe-coming week” for a_ whole 
nation, 
Good work with imperfect tools. 
“Giving” or “going”? 











OD’S chosen people were getting 

ready to start back home. To give 
the boys a clearer impression of the 
real feeling that the Hebrews had held 
for Jerusalem through all the years of 
their exile, have one of the boys study 
Psalm 137 as.a part of his advance prep- 
aration. (1) : 

It may interest the class to think of 
this first return as a-sort of glorified 
“Old Home Week.” At least it will 
help-make the boys understand a little 
of the deep enthusiasm that must have 
seized the people as they listened to the 
kine’s proclamation. (2) : 

In what way did the Lord “stir up” 
the heart of King Cyrus, a heathen, to 
do the splendid thing that verse 1 de- 
scribes? You may help the boys to an- 
swer that question by asking another: 


How does God use unrighteous men | 


nowadays to help along with his wérk? 

‘Looking back over all the good things 
that we have seen done by heathen kings 
in these Babylonian lessons, and recalling 
times in* our own observation when 


wealthy but non-Christian business men | 


have used their money and power to 
heip good causes, the boys will discover 
this important fact: the good deed is 
generally inspired through the quiet in- 


“fluence of a godly man. Daniel was not 


a showy figure, but God had endowed 
his early days with “wisdom and under- 
standing,” and these talents grew into a 
mighty influence with rulers whose lives 
were anything but good and upright. (3) 

Truly, “the weth of man shall praise 
thee.” God still delights to do good 
through strange channels, for the sake 
of some faithful one whom he loves. 
Let tae boy in your class who feels that 
maybe, after al!, “too much religion” is 
a hindrance instead of a help to business 
success, learn to measure things by their 
real values and aspire to aqodly “Dan- 
iel-ship” rather than an unholy “king- 
ship.” (4) 

What did the people “that were about 
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them” (v. 6) miss by merely giving mate- 
rial help, instead of going themselves 
to Jerusalem to help build it tp? The 
boys will have their ideas about the 
relative importance of “giving” and “go- 
ing.” It is yours to help them perceive 
the greater blessings that come from 
presenting ourselves when ‘that is God’s 
way. 

It will appeal to the class, too,.if you 
will liken that neglected Temple back 
in Jerusalem to the life of many a per- 
son in our-day. It is a wonderful thin 
to rebuild, as only Christ can rebuil 
a life that has become broken through 
sin. It is an infinitely grander thing to 
keep that Divine rebuilding influence al- 
ways at work, so that the life never has 
the chance to get broken down. 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) 


What does it show about the people’s 
spirit and purpose, that they began the 
altar service even before they began to 
build the temple? (v. 6.) 

Could such good deeds on their 
ever “make up” for their past sins? y? 

Do you think the Israelites could have 
escaped enslavement and exile, if they 
had remained true to Jehovah in the 
first place, back in Jerusalem? 

How can _you and I “rebuild” and “re- 
dedicate” our “temples”? 

Hupson, Onto. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
g By Bessie E. Stockwell 





August 6. Better Recreation. 1 Thess. 5: 
16-24. (Consecration meeting.) 

August 13. Pride and Humility. Jas. 4 : 6-10. 

August 20. Following and Setting Good Ex- 
amples. 2 Chron. 24 : 1§-19; 26 : 3-5. 

August 27. Lessons from God’s Out-of-Doors. 
Psa. 8 : 1-9. 


Sunday, July 30 
Lessons from Great’ Home Missionaries 
(Missionary Meeting) 
(Acts 8 : 4-17) 


Mon.—Lesson in Preaching (Mark 4: 1-20). 
A street crowded with men, women, and 
children listening to men and women wit- 
nessing for Christ is a modern picture of 
the sower by the sea. Infinitely precious 
is the fruit of that sowing. 

Tues.—In Team-work (Matt. 10 : 1-15). Did it 
ever occur to you that there“ are many 
young people in‘ youf community who 
might be led to Christ? Fine team-work 
could be done in a systematic search and 
invitation squad. 

Wed.—In Faithfulness (Matt. 3 : 1:12). Mar- 
cus Whitman braved the dangers of In- 
dian attacks upon the route to umopened 
Oregon again and again that the early set- 
tlers and the Indians.might have the Gos- 
pel. He was faithful unto death at the 
hands of the natives he had come to help. 

Thurs.—In Helpfulness (Acts 3 : 1-10). A 
beautiful face, shining with the love of 
Jesus, is much loved by children in the 
slums of Chicago. It is little wonder that 
its owner goes by the exalted title 
“Mamma,” and is the sharer of all their 
joys and sorrows. 

Fri—In Study (2 Tim. 2: 8-18). An excel- 
lent high school teacher spent her spare 
time studying the Spanish language and 
the Bible until called from secular work 
to teach the Spanish-speaking people in a 

| mission school. Have you given your tal- 

ent to‘ Him? 

| Sat.—In Prayerfulness (Acts 10 : 9-20). David 

Brainerd saw Indians who had seemed to 

be beyond any hope of intelligence or re- 

demption marvelously awakened by the 

Holy Spirit after his seasons of prayer- 

agony in the forest. “Prayer changes 

things.” 


oT Oe Striking of America’s Hour,” 
a missionary pageant given at a re- 
cent young- people’s rally, sets forth 
graphically the call of Home Missions. 
Great nations of the past are called be- 
fore the bar of.Justice, Brotherhood, and 
Liberty, and. condemned for not having 
brought their subjects the true light. 
America is then summoned. She is pre 
ceded by a group of Indians, followed 








(Continued on the next page) 
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‘for more careful work. 


Lesson for July 30 ~. ? 
Jeremiah 29: 10-14; Ezra 1: 1-11 








ta supply of the Tapagrnacte Hyoens 
ovember, 1921, and will gladly acknow!l- 


*T bou 
- gt they ha blessi d 
that ve a@ great ng an 

help in our pe 4 and all our qeoune and 
wor’ 


They have been a great help to keep us all alive, 
to keep the young people interested and the old 
folks warm in heart. 

. Yours in the Master’s service 

(Signed) Joun Lunpesn, Pastor, 
cine, Wisconsin. 


For literature and prices address 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
Room 1200—29 So. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 








PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


$1.00 Down and $1.00 fr"... 
EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 

Bibles sent postpaid. Send for Catalogue 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 








-427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, tl 


LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES Would you love to 
have your Na- 

TREASURES IN HEAVEN tive 
sionary? and sup- 
gor him for $1.20 a week ? Pray for him by Name? 
ave his report ? Would you love to support one 
for some loved one ? for a memorial ? for the Lord 
Jesus ? Write REV. H. A. BARTON, Sec’y,Box E, 
473 Greene Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y.. for free literature, 


S. S. LESSON ayantess ran O° 














is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance says: ‘‘ There 
is no other | like as well.”” Sample copy free. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New 


BE A SOUL WINNER! 


Strong practical resident courses in effective 
methods and conservative thought offered. 
Courses include Bible Study, Homiletics, 
Christian Beliefs, Experimental Religion, 
etc. Many subjects covered by correspond- 


ence study. Write for information. 


CHICAGO EVANGELISTIC INSTITUTE, 
1752 Washington Blvd., Chicago. 


a bessou 


York. 











Gordon College 


OF THEOLOGY AND 
MISSIONS 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Graduate school -and college 
standards, courses and degrees. 
Interdenominational liberty, 
evangelical unity. 











NATHAN R. Woon, President. 
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by gray-clad Pilgrims carrying the Book, 





i Children at Home 


(Continucd from the preceding page) 


some colored folks, and then a motley 
throng of immigrants. One by one these 
groups bow ‘at the feet of America, 
og ing with her to send them the Light. 

n response to their plea America is 
represented as sending them teachers, 
doctors, and nurses. : 

‘Missionary work began in America 
with the coming of the Mayflower. Men 
of God went out to the Indians with 
the true story of the Great Spirit. New 
England settlers. had a horror of the 
new settlements growing up in barbar- 
ism, so with the procession of pioneers 
on their southward and westward march 
went men of God preaching the Way of 
Life. Thé history of the opening of the 
states and territories, and of.the wagon- 
trains making their way across the wil- 
derness, harassed on every side by In- 
dians, is a story of terrible hardship and 
heroic fortitude on the part of Chris- 
tian travelers. Later came the slave 
traffic and its abolition, and godly North- 
ern women went to. teach the colored 


race.. Later years have brought the tre- 
mendous immigrant Americanization 
problem. 


America’s future depends upon her 
treatment of the Home Mission situa- 
tion. Indians, Negroes, the Spanish- 
speaking peoples, Orientals, and Europeans 
at our doors need Jesus Christ. Can 
we sit at home and utterly refuse to go 
to those in our. own land who are aliens 
from Him? : 

Who is your favorite home mission- 
ary? Why ?—David Brainerd is my fav- 
orite home missionary, because he was 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





entirely given up to God, body, soul, and 
spirit, and shows how God still does the} 
“impossible.” - 


Tell of one great. home missionary | 
achievement.—Some years ago the Ital-| 
ian children gathered in-a little mission | 
in the heart of Chicago, doing various 
kinds of hand-work, were unspeakably 
unruly and only came for material gain. 
A few years later a service in that same 
mission was attefided by:a quiet, wor- 
shipful group of members of the Moody 
Italian Church, while several of their 
young people were in active preparation 
for missionary service. It meant hard, 
steady, loving work, but it was worth 
while. 

What lesson from a home mission- 
ary seems helpful to-you?—Out of her 
small salary a home. missionary is edu- 
cating a colored girl in nurse’s training 
in preparation for service in Africa. God 
is enabling her to do a tremendous work 
with very limited means. Jesus multi- 
plies surrendered loaves a thousandfold. 

Norwoop, Ouro. 








FOR SALE—Farm of 178 acres near West Chester, 


Pa., 20 miles from Philadelphia. Fine buildings, at- 
tractive view, old shade, abundant water, profitable 
orchards, a ple, cherry, peach, —_ 2000 trees. 

Joun Wetsu Dutuzs, Owner, West Chester, Pa. 





‘*] wish those Second Coming books 
were not so deep” 


You may have found them so—and 
neglected to study this important sub- 
ject. And yet it’s a precious truth—one 
that may. change your whole life and 
outlook. 


There is a little book (** The Coming 
Day,’ by Ford C. Ottman D. D. ) that gives 
the mainteachings of prophecy in rela- 
‘tion to Christ’s Return so simply that you 
can readily trace it through the Word 
without previous study. You can read 
it straight through or take further ad- 
vantage of the many Scripttre references 
*‘Whoever de- 
votes himself to a study of that revela- 
tion will find the Bible a more precious 
and alluring volume than he ever sus- 
pected it could be.” 


Pocket size ; Boards, 75 cents ; Cloth, 
g° cents. Postpaid. 


Tue Sunpay ScHooL Times ComMPANY 
103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia 





The Number Twelve 


By Anna M. Wetterau 


i te ~ number twelve, how oft we find 
This group is uséd objects to bind. 





r 


A NEW BOOK ON 





THE VICTORIOUS LIFE 





ment Christianity, 








Twelve months we know a year do make 
And for one dozen twelve I take. 
Twelve inches measure up a foot, 
In twelve hours half a day is put. 
Twelve Caesars reigned in ancient Rome; 
Twelve starry slgns in heaven’s dome. 
And when I go to sacred lore 
Of groups of twelve I find a store. 
Twelve sons had Jacob, patriarch old, 
These led to twelve tribes strong and bold. 
Twelve loaves on shewbread table show, 
Twelve gems in high priest’s breastplate 
glow. a 
Twelve spies to Canaan went before, 
Twelve stones.marked Jordan’s crossing 
o’er. 

The brazen sea twelve oxen bore 
That stood upon the temple floor. 

n Carmel’s mount Elijah prayed 
And twelve stones:in his altar laid. 
Apostles twelve our Saviour chose, 
And these the power of sin oppose. 
John saw in Heaven twelve pearly gates, 
And there a mansion for us waits, 
If we are faithful to our God 





And walk the path our Saviour trod. 
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The Sunday School Times announces, in readi- 
ness for the Victorious Life Conferences of this 
summer and for defeated,» hungering Christians 
everywhere, as well as for the unsaved and also 
for God’s people who would have their victory 
_in Christ maintained, 


REIGNING IN LIFE 


By J. East HARRISON 


It is a fresh, simple, but searching and compre- 
hensive message on the Life of Victory in Christ, 
different from any book hitherto published, yet 
offering only that blessed old Gospel of salvation 
from death and sin which is normal New Testa- 


In handsome cloth binding, 212 pages, $1.50, 
from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


an entirely new book, 
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Are Your Teachers “Too Busy”? 








Here is a little book they will take up just as interesting reading— 
a real ‘little kit’’ of tools—bright ‘‘ keen kutters,’’ plainly in- 
tended for use rather than for ornament, to help the teacher pre- 
pare his lessons, know his pupils, secure attention, ask the right 
kind of questions, use the right kind of illustrations, conduct real 
reviews, get the pupils to work, lead them to Christ. 

Teaching methods are so simply told and so practically illustrated 
that the book will appeal especially to the untrained teacher, while 
at the same time proving a fresh attraction to those who have 


already had some training. 


‘* Not a toy for the imagination, but 


a real oe set with which to carye Christian character.”” Every 
d 


teacher shou 


have acopy of ‘‘A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools’’ 


(by Puitie E. HowarpD), 7§ cents, postpaid. 


Tue SuNpDay ScHOOL TiMEs CoMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA 





How Every Christian 
May Become a Soul-Winner 


is told in the new booklet, 


Anecdotes About Soul-Winning 


Gleaned from Leading Books and Religious Papers 
By J. GILCHRIST LAWSON 


Tt contains many thrilling anecdotes about 
soul-winning. It describes the methods used 
by many in leading souls to Christ, and shows 
how the humblest Christian may bring many 
souls into the kingdom of God. It relates 
how a tract given away led to the conversion 
of a number of famous men who wrote fa- 
mous books which led multitudes to Christ. 
It tells how even well-nigh helpless cripples 
and uneducated people in heathen lands 
became successful in the greatest of all 
businesees, or the business of soul-winning. 


Every pastor should 
every member of his church. Every evan- 
list should scatter the booklet everywhere 
© goes. Every layman should give away or 
sell as many as he can. 


“He that winneth souls is wise.”’—Daniel. 


15 cents each ; 6 or more, 10 cents each ; 
100 or more, 9 cents each, postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1081 Walnut Street, - - - Philadelphia 





In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by statin7 that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 


give this booklet to 





Che Samday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, July 15, 1922 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United: States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

a 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 

package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. " 

One copy, or any number .of 
$2.00 copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
50 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walaut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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(Drite for this Booklet 


It tells how you 
* may secure an in- 
come that cannot 
shrink; how you 
may execute 
your own will; 
how you ma 
create atrust 
fund; how you may give 
generously withouthardship. 
It describes the annuity bond, a safe, 
convenient, and productive invest- 
ment which promotes afundamental 
Christian enterprise. Endorsed by 
all denominations. 
Write for Booklet 16. 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 





LSON 


Standard for Forty-sie Years 


Sectionfold and Relling 
PARTITIONS 


“One Room into Many— Many into One”’ 
Used in more than 39,000 churches and 
public institutions. 

Write for Illustrated Booklet R 12 


THE J.G. WILSON CoRP., 11£E. 36th St.,N.Y. 
Offices in the Principal Cities 











EQUIPMENT 


for 


Cbhurcb and 
Sunday Scbool 


Send for literature 


De Long Furniture Co. 
Department S. S. T. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By the 
Great Commission Prayer League 


4 











WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





; | Globe Furniture Company, fS.hac: michese. 





Individual Communion Cups 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 


. CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th St, ROCHESTER, N. Y 


BRONZE 1a8.ets 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


T PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 
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Let Us Pay You 
Six Per Cent: On 
Your Surplus Funds 


For 27 years this 
old, conservative 
Company has paid 
6% on Time Certifi- 
cates and 5% on Certificates Payable 
on Demand. 
You can open an account with us 
by mail with $25 or more,no matter 
where you reside. 
Write for our bvoklet “om and Safety” 
THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 
870 Calvert Bidg., Baltimore. Md. 
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DOPE GAEL ELS TEI LEPE TELLER ALAR IS EE 


‘| opposes regeneration, but he exerts his 


Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“One Hundred Preachers” 


OHN WESLEY once said: “Give me 
one hundred preachers who fear 
thing but sin, and desire nothing but 
God, and I eare not whether they are 
clergymen or laymen. Such alone will 
shake the ome of hell, and set up the 
kingdom of God on earth.” 

If the Church (which means its in- 
dividual members) were what it should 
be, Christ himself would the more speed- 
ily come, and following his coming his 
kingdom. would be established. The; 
Church, as well as Israel, is largely in| 
exile from her Lord. How we all need 
to humble ourselves, and to pray, and 
with our praying to believe God! 


July 24 to 30 


Mon.—Ezra 1 : 1-11. 
The First Return from Exile. | 
Two classes are mentioned, not 
workers and shirkers; not helpers and 
hinderers; but workers and helpers (vs. ! 
3 to 6). Shirkers and hinderers have 
no place in God’s plans and purposes. | 
If we cannot work, we at least can hold 
up the hands of those who are able to 
work. 


_ Prayer Suceestions: Pray for all 
who are in “the thick of the battle.” 
Pray for every summer conference, 
for camp-meetings, and for every form 
of open-air evangelism. Pray for ever 

struggling city mission and every small 
country church and Sunday-school. 


Tues.—Leviticus 26 : 27-36. 
The Captivity Foretold. 
God’s love and mercy are indicated in 
the number of times that ehastisement 
is predicted (five times from v. 16). He 
would leave nothing undone to bring 
back his erring people. The marvelous 
extent of his love is indicated in verses ' 
40 to 46. Read also in this connection! 
Hebrews 12: 5-15. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray. for Israel,| 
scattered among all nations and suffer-| 
ing God’s judgments for sin, and yet 
“not cast off forever.’ Pray for the} 
mission of the Revs, Henry L. Hellyer| 
and Orson R. Palmer to the suffering | 
Jews of southeastern Europe. 


Wed.—Jeremiah 29 : 15-19. 
The Captivity a Judgment. 

Had Israel repented, God’s judgment 
would have been stayed. “For he doth’ 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the chil- 
dren of men” (Lam. 3:33). Whether 
under law or under grace, in all our af- 
fliction “he is afflicted” (Isa, 63:9). How 
careful we should be to avoid afflicting 
or grieving his loving heart! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
backslider, every lukewarm church, 
every godless community. Pray for 
every home in your neighborhood. Pray 
for the boys and girls of unbelieving 
parents. Pray for the mid-week prayer- 
meeting of your church, 

Thurs.—Romans 7 : 16-25. Captives of Sin. } 

Scofield’s conrments (Reference Bible) | 
throw much light on these verses. The 
account is probably autobiographical, 
Paul’s experiences with the “two na- 
tures” following his conversion. Satan 





diabolic ingenuity to the utmost to pre- 
vent the walk “after the Spirit.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all)’ 


who are walking “in the flesh,’ who are 
blinded by unconsciously cherished feel- 
ings of gealowsy, or envy, or hatred, or 
unforgiveness, or discontent, or ungodly 
ambition. Pray for deliverance of souls 





: “looks back on chapter 5, verse 2 on 


bound by Satan. 
Fri.—Romans 8 : 1-1¢. Freedom through Christ. 
“Verse 1,” says Dr. Griffith Thomas, 


chapter 6, verse 3 on chapter -7, and 
verse 4 looks forward over chapter 8 





(Lesson for July 30) JULY 15, 









—no condemnation, no bondage, no| Sun—Psalm 8:1-9. The King’s Res: 
weakness, and no failure. The chapter Since “thou hast forgiven” (v. 2) 


begins with ‘no condemnation,’ goes on| “turn us” (v. 4), “revive us again” (vA 
of many to-day, andg 


to ‘no defeat,’ and ends with ‘no separa-| 6) ; this is the cr 


tion. ; - yet multitudes of Christians remain in 
Prayer Succestions: Praise God for| different in their unbelief. Neverthe 








the asurances and comforts of his Word.| verse 8 is God’s response to the persis ox 


It is creative (Heb. 11:3), regenerative | tent prayer of faith. Let no saint who 
(1 Peter 1:23), pure (Prov. 30:5), life- reads these lines turn again to the foll 
giving (Matt, 4:4), light-producing (Psa.| of unbelieving prayerlessness. 

Hadar corrective (2 Tim, 3:16), heal- 
ing (Psa. 107:20), and it “cannot be| day’s services in every true house o 
broken” (John 10:35). 

Sat—Psalm 137:1-9. The Captives’ Cry. 


; , : ion. Ask God to keep them faithf 
Whether in Babylon or in America, cee. . “1 A 
God’s children on the devil’s territory 2 ee ee Rie gnc Beg 
suffer keenly. There is only one safe ? . y ; 


place for the child of God, “the secret we 


place of the Most High” (Psa. 91). See A Request for Prayer 


also Préverbs 18:10; Ephesians 6: 16; 
1 John 5:18; and the two “keeps” of URING the Ministerial Institute 
Montrose, Pa., 


Jude 21 and 24. 





sick, the oppressed, the poor, the friend-| one hundred ministers on the ground: 
less, the broken in mind or body, the| representing some thousands of peop 


discouraged, | circumscribed, the sorely| and it is asked that prayer be especiallyg 
e despairing. Pray for| made for these men that they may go 
the unsaved, and endeavor to win to| back to their churches with a new vision— 


disappointed, t 


of Christ and service. " 





Christ every soul you can, 








Sowing Seeds in New York that . 
Bear Fruit the World Over! 








City, Inc., that a big, hearty Italian was won for Christ. While he was in 
New York, he attended many of these meetings, and when he went to.a 
labor camp far from the city, he sang the hymns he had learned. The 
men liked them, and soon; too, were singing with him. This opened up 
the way for him to give his testimony. Then, the men asked him to send 
for the evangelist who had led him to Christ. The evangelist went to. the 
camp and preached to the men. The result was regular services, and 
ultimately a church in a nearby town. 


Not only are’ the results seen in the United States but in other lands where 


converts return and witness for Christ as lay workers, missionaries and pastors. 





A Russian converted in an open- 
air meeting is now in Poland on 
his way, to Russia as a missionary. 


An Italian Atheist converted in a 
tent meeting is now pastor of a 


church in Italy. 


Chinese converted in open-air 
meetings are now witnessing for 


Christ in China. 


It would be better to convert a Red Radical Atheist in New York City, the “* Gatewa 
of America,” and send him out to witness for Christ, than to allow him to pass throu 4 
py Aes ao his pernicious propaganda throughout the land—possibly in YOUR 


The Evangelistic Committee of New York City, Inc., preaches the OLD GOSPEL, and 
is limited only in the extent of its work by its finances. It never incurs a debt. You, 
our church, or your society can make this work more extensive with your contributions. 
he Committee needs tents—will you buy one? The Committee needs workers—will 
you support one? Send contributions or write for information to 


ARTHUR J. SMITH, General Secretary, 


EVANGELISTIC COMMITTEE OF NEW YORK CITY, INC. 
5949 Grand Central Terminal. 


A Brazilian converted in our Boys’ 
work is now serving Christ asa 
layman in his homeland. 


A Central American converted 


‘acting as a volunteer colporteur, 
selling and distributing Bibles in 
Central and South America. 
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If Vou Are a Pre-Millenarian 


I have a message for you. It is as nearly free as I can afford to make it—5§ cehts. Just 
enclose stamps in a letter and say, ‘‘I am 4 pre-millenarian ; send me your message.”’ 
If you are not a pre-millenarian, please do not write. 


JOSEPH HOFFMAN COHN, Station A, Box 10, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 




















Prayer Succestions: Pray for thist 


od, Remember in prayer those in youre: 
own church who are away on their va-4 


Pray 


! 
| 
| 
| 
It was in an open-air meeting of the Evangelistic Committee of New Ycrk | d 


in an open-air meeting has been | Fi 


£ 
















Bible Conferencey 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the| July 17-27, there will be present aboutg- 
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How! Know God Answers Praye 


A new book by Rosalind (Mrs. Jonathan) Goforth, missionary in China since 1888. Mrs. Goforth 
knows because she has proved it—from guidance in the smallest details of life te deliverance in life and 
death struggles. An intimate and wonderful record reminding one of the life of George Mueller 
$1.25, postpaid. 

The Sunday School Times Company, 1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





